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PREFACE

This is a republication of the work entitled 4
Proposal Concerning the General Line of the In-
ternational Communist Movement, also known
as The Chinese Letter, published originally by
Foreign Languages Press: Beijing in 1963. The
only revisions that have been made to this work
are the conversions of Wade-Giles romaniza-
tions of Chinese written language to Pinyin
romanizations as well as a conversion of British
English punctuation and spelling to American
English punctuation and spelling.

For example, “Mao Tse-tung”, would be con-
verted to “Mao Zedong,”

Text retrieved from the Marxists Internet Archive.

Formatted and republished by E E
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A PROPOSAL CONCERNING
THE GENERAL LINE
OF THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMUNIST MOVEMENT

THE LETTER OF THE CENTRAL
COMMITTEE OF THE COMMUNIST
PARTY OF CHINA IN REPLY TO THE
LETTER OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE
SOVIET UNION OF MARCH 30, 1963

(June 14, 1963)
June 14, 1963

The Central Committee of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union

Dear Comrades,

The Central Committee of the Communist
Party of China has studied the letter of the Cen-
tral Committee of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union of March 30, 1963.
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All who have the unity of the socialist camp
and the international communist movement
at heart are deeply concerned about the talks
between the Chinese and Soviet Parties and
hope that our talks will help to eliminate dif-
ferences, strengthen unity and create favorable
conditions for convening a meeting of repre-
sentatives of all the Communist and Workers’
Parties.

It is the common and sacred duty of the
Communist and Workers’ Parties of all coun-
tries to uphold and strengthen the unity of the
international communist movement. The Chi-
nese and Soviet Parties bear a heavier responsi-
bility for the unity of the entire socialist camp
and international communist movement and
should of course make commensurately greater
efforts.

A number of major differences of princi-
ple now exist in the international communist
movement. But however serious these differ-
ences, we should exercise sufficient patience
and find ways to eliminate them so that we can
unite our forces and strengthen the struggle
against our common enemy.

It is with this sincere desire that the Central
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Committee of the Communist Party of China
approaches the forthcoming talks between the
Chinese and Soviet Parties.

In its letter of March 30, the Central Com-
mittee of the C.P.S.U. systematically presents
its views on questions that need to be discussed
in the talks between the Chinese and Soviet
Parties, and in particular raises the question of
the general line of the international communist
movement. In this letter we too would like to
express our views, which constitute our pro-
posal on the general line of the international
communist movement and on some related
questions of principle.

We hope that this exposition of views will be
conducive to mutual understanding by our two
Parties and to a detailed, point-by-point discus-
sion in the talks.

We also hope that this will be conducive to
the understanding of our views her the frater-
nal Parties and to a full exchange of ideas at an
international meeting of fraternal Parties.

(1) The general line of the international
communist movement must take as its guiding
principle the Marxist-Leninist revolutionary
theory concerning the historical mission of the
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proletariat and must not depart from it.

The Moscow Meetings of 1957 and 1960
adopted the Declaration and the Statement re-
spectively after a full exchange of views and in
accordance with the principle of reaching una-
nimity through consultation. The two docu-
ments point out the characteristics of our epoch
and the common laws of socialist revolution
and socialist construction, and day down the
common line of all the Communist and Work-
ers’ Parties. They are the common program of
the international communist movement.

It is true that for several years there have
been differences within the international com-
munist movement in the understanding of,
and the attitude towards, the Declaration of
1957 and the Statement of 1960. The central
issue here is whether or not to accept the revo-
lutionary principles of the Declaration and the
Statement. In the last analysis, it is a question
of whether or not to accept the universal truth
of Marxism-Leninism, whether or not to recog-
nize the universal significance of the road of the
October Revolution, whether or not to accept
the fact that the people still living under the
imperialist and capitalist system, who comprise
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two-thirds of the world’s population, need to
make revolution, and whether or not to accept
the fact that the people already on the socialist
road, who comprise one-third of the world’s
population, need to carry their revolution for-
ward to the end.

It has become an urgent and vital task of the
international communist movement resolutely
to defend the revolutionary principles of the
1957 Declaration and the 1960 Statement.

Only by strictly following the revolutionary
teachings of Marxism-Leninism and the general
road of the October revolution is it possible to
have a correct understanding of the revolution-
ary principles of the Declaration and the State-
ment and a correct attitude towards them.

(2) What are the revolutionary principles of
the Declaration and the Statement? They may
be summarized as follows:

Workers of all countries, unite; workers of
the world, unite with the oppressed peoples and
oppressed nations; oppose imperialism and re-
action in all countries; strive for world peace,
national liberation, people’s democracy and so-
cialism; consolidate and expand the socialist
camp; bring the proletarian world revolution
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step by step to complete victory; and establish a
new world without imperialism, without capi-
talism and without the exploitation of mall by
man.

This, in our view, is the general line of
the international communist movement at the
present stage.

(3) This general line proceeds from the ac-
tual world situation taken as a whole and from
a class analysis of the fundamental contradic-
tions in the contemporary world, and is directed
against the counter-revolutionary global strat-
egy of U.S. imperialism.

This general line is one of forming a broad
united front, with the socialist camp and the in-
ternational proletariat as its nucleus, to oppose
the imperialists and reactionaries headed by the
United States; it is a line of boldly arousing
the masses, expanding the revolutionary forces,
winning over the middle forces and isolating
the reactionary forces.

This general line is one of resolute revolu-
tionary struggle by the people of all countries
and of carrying; the proletarian world revolu-
tion forward to the end; it is the line that most
effectively combats imperialism and defends
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world peace.

If the general line of the international com-
munist movement is one-sidedly reduced to
“peaceful coexistence,” “peaceful competition”
and “peaceful transition,” this is to violate the
revolutionary principles of the 1957 Declaration
and the 1960 Statement, to discard the histori-
cal mission of proletarian world revolution, and
to depart from the revolutionary teachings of
Marxism-Leninism.

The general line of the international com-
munist movement should reflect the general
law of development of world history. The rev-
olutionary struggles of the proletariat and the
people in various countries go through different
stages and they all have their own characteris-
tics but they will not transcend the general law
of development of world history. The general
line should point out the basic direction for the
revolutionary struggles of the proletariat and
people of all countries.

While working out its specific line and poli-
cies, it is most important for each Communist
or Workers” Party to adhere to the principle
of integrating the universal truth of Marxism-
Leninism with the concrete practice of revolu-
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tion and construction in its own country.

(4) In defining the general line of the in-
ternational communist movement, the starting
point is the concrete class analysis of world pol-
itics and economics as a whole and of actual
world conditions, that is to say, of the fun-
damental contradictions in the contemporary
world.

If one avoids a concrete class analysis, seizes
at random on certain superficial phenomena,
and draws subjective and groundless conclu-
sions, one cannot possibly reach correct con-
clusions with regard to the general line of the
international communist movement but will
inevitably slide onto a track entirely different
from that of Marxism-Leninism. What are the
fundamental contradictions in the contempo-
rary world? Marxist-Leninists consistently hold
that they are:

the contradiction between the so-
cialist camp and the imperialist
camps

the contradiction between the
proletariat and the bourgeoisie in
the capitalist countries;
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the contradiction between the op-
pressed nations and imperialism;
and

the contradictions among imperi-
alist countries and among monopoly
capitalist groups.

The contradiction between the socialist
camp and the imperialist camp is a contra-
diction between two fundamentally different
social systems, socialism and capitalism. It is
undoubtedly very sharp. But Marxist-Leninists
must not regard the contradictions in the world
as consisting solely and simply of the contradic-
tion between the socialist camp and the imperi-
alist camp. The international balance of forces
has changed and has become increasingly fa-
vorable to socialism and to all the oppressed
peoples and nations of the world, and most un-
favorable to imperialism and the reactionaries
of all countries. Nevertheless, the contradic-
tions enumerated above still objectively exist.

These contradictions and the struggles to
which they give rise are interrelated and influ-
ence each other. Nobody can obliterate any
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of these fundamental contradictions or subjec-
tively substitute one for all the rest.

It is inevitable that these contradictions will
give rise to popular revolutions, which alone
can resolve them.

(s) The following erroneous views should
be repudiated on the question of the funda-
mental contradictions in the contemporary
world:

a) the view which blots out the class content
of the contradiction between the socialist and
the imperialist camps and fails to see this con-
tradiction as one between states under the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat and states under the
dictatorship of the monopoly capitalists

b) the view which recognizes only the con-
tradiction between the socialist and the impe-
rialist camps, while neglecting or underestimat-
ing the contradictions between the proletariat
and the bourgeoisie in the capitalist world be-
tween the oppressed nations and imperialism,
among the imperialist countries and among the
monopoly capitalist groups, and the struggles
to which these contradictions give rise;

c) the view which maintains with regard to
the capitalist world that the contradiction be-
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tween the proletariat and the bourgeoisie can
be resolved without a proletarian revolution
in each country and that the contradiction be-
tween the oppressed nations and imperialism
can be resolved without revolution by the op-
pressed nations;

d) the view which denies that the develop-
ment of the inherent contradictions in the con-
temporary capitalist world inevitably leads to a
new situation in which the imperialist countries
are locked in an intense struggle and asserts that
the contradictions among the imperialist coun-
tries can be reconciled, or even eliminated, by
“international agreements among the big mo-
nopolies”; and

e) the view which maintains that the con-
tradiction between the two world systems of
socialism and capitalism will automatically dis-
appear in the course of “economic competi-
tion,” that the other fundamental world con-
tradictions will automatically do so with the
disappearance of the contradiction between the
two systems, and that a “world without wars,”
a new world of “all-round co-operation,” will

appear.

It is obvious that these erroneous views in-
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evitably lead to erroneous and harmful policies
and hence to setbacks and losses of one kind or
another to the cause of the people and of social-
ism.

(6) The balance of forces between imperial-
ism and socialism has undergone a fundamental
change since World War II. The main indication
of this change is that the world now has not just
one socialist country but a number of socialist
countries forming the mighty socialist camp,
and that the people who have taken the social-
ist road now number not two hundred million
but a thousand million, or a third of the world’s
population.

The socialist camp is the outcome of the
struggles of the international proletariat and
working people. It belongs to the international
proletariat and working people as well as to the
people of the socialist countries.

The main common demands of the people
of the countries in the socialist camp and the in-
ternational proletariat and working people are
that all the Communist and Workers’ Parties in
the socialist camp should:

Adhere to the Marxist-Leninist
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line and pursue correct Marxist-
Leninist domestic and foreign
policies;

Consolidate the dictatorship of
the proletariat and the worker-
peasant alliance led by the prole-
tariat and carry the socialist revo-
lution forward to the end on the
economic, political and ideologi-
cal fronts;

Promote the initiative and cre-
ativeness of the broad masses, carry
out socialist construction in a
planned way, develop production,
improve the people’s livelihood
and strengthen national defense;

Strengthen the unity of the social-
ist camp on the basis of Marxism-
Leninism, and support other so-
cialist countries on the basis of
proletarian internationalism;

Oppose the imperialist policies of
aggression and war, and defend
world peace;
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Oppose the anti-Communist, anti-
popular and counter-revolutionary
policies of the reactionaries of all
countries; and

Help the revolutionary struggles
of the oppressed classes and na-
tions of the world.

All Communist and Workers’ Parties in the
socialist camp owe it to their own people and to
the international proletariat and working peo-
ple to fulfil these demands.

By fulfilling these demands the socialist
camp will exert a decisive influence on the
course of human history.

For this very reason, the imperialists and re-
actionaries invariably try in a thousand and one
ways to influence the domestic and foreign poli-
cies of the countries in the socialist camp, to un-
dermine the camp and break up the unity of the
socialist countries and particularly the unity of
China and the Soviet Union. They invariably
try to infiltrate and subvert the socialist coun-
tries and even entertain the extravagant hope of
destroying the socialist camp.
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The question of what is the correct attitude
towards the socialist camp is a most important
question of principle confronting all Commu-
nist and Workers’ Parties.

It is under new historical conditions that
the Communist and Workers’ Parties are now
carrying on the task of proletarian internation-
alist unity and struggle. When only one so-
cialist country existed and when this country
was faced with hostility and jeopardized by
all the imperialists and reactionaries because
it firmly pursued the correct Marxist-Leninist
line and policies, the touchstone of proletarian
internationalism for every Communist Party
was whether or not it resolutely defended the
only socialist country. Now there is a socialist
camp consisting of thirteen countries, Albania,
Bulgaria, China, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, the
German Democratic Republic, Hungary, the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Mon-
golia, Poland, Romania, the Soviet Union and
the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. Under
these circumstances, the touchstone of prole-
tarian internationalism for every Communist
Party is whether or not it resolutely defends
the whole of the socialist camp, whether or not
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it defends the unity of all the countries in the
camp on the basis of Marxism-Leninism and
whether or not it defends the Marxist-Leninist
line and policies which the socialist countries
ought to pursue.

If anybody does not pursue the correct
Marxist-Leninist line and policies, does not
defend the unity of the socialist camp but on
the contrary creates tension and splits within
it, or even follows the policies of the Yugoslav
revisionists, tries to liquidate the socialist camp
or helps capitalist countries to attack fraternal
socialist countries, then he is betraying the in-
terests of the entire international proletariat
and the people of the world.

If anybody, following in the footsteps of
others, defends the erroneous opportunist line
and policies pursued by a certain socialist coun-
try instead of upholding the correct Marxist-
Leninist line and policies which the socialist
countries ought to pursue, defends the policy
of splitinstead of upholding the policy of unity,
then he is departing from Marxism-Leninism
and proletarian internationalism.

(7) Taking advantage of the situation after
World War II, the U.S. imperialists stepped into
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the shoes of the German, Italian and Japanese
fascists, and have been trying to erect a huge
world empire such as has never been known
before. The strategic objectives of U.S. impe-
rialism have been to grab and dominate the
intermediate zone lying between the United
States and the socialist camp, put down the rev-
olutions of the oppressed peoples and nations,
proceed to destroy the socialist countries, and
thus to subject all the peoples and countries of
the world, including its allies, to domination
and enslavement by U.S. monopoly capital.

Ever since World War II, the U.S. impe-
rialists have been conducting propaganda for
war against the Soviet Union and the socialist
camp. There are two aspects to this propa-
ganda. While the U.S. imperialists are actually
preparing such a war, they also use this propa-
ganda as a smokescreen for their oppression of
the American people and for the extension of
their aggression against the rest of the capitalist
world.

The 1960 Statement points out:

“U.S. imperialism has become the biggest
international exploiter.”

“The United States is the mainstay of colo-
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nialism today.”

“U.S. imperialism is the main force of ag-
gression and war.”

“International developments in recent years
have furnished many new proofs of the fact that
U.S. imperialism is the chief bulwark of world
reaction and an international gendarme, that
it has become an enemy of the peoples of the
whole world.”

U.S. imperialism is pressing its policies of
aggression and war all over the world, but the
outcome is bound to be the opposite of that in-
tended—it will only be to hasten the awakening
of the people in all countries and to hasten their
revolutions.

The U.S. imperialists have thus placed them-
selves in opposition to the people of the whole
world and have become encircled by them. The
international proletariat must and can unite all
the forces that can be united, make use of the
internal contradictions in the enemy camp and
establish the broadest united front against the
U.S. imperialists and their lackeys.

The realistic and correct course is to entrust
the fate of the people and of mankind to the
unity and struggle of the world proletariat and
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to the unity and struggle of the people in all
countries.

Conversely, to make no distinction between
enemies, friends and ourselves and to entrust
the fate of the people and of mankind to collab-
oration with U.S. imperialism is to lead people
astray. The events of the last few years have
exploded this illusion.

(8) The various types of contradictions in
the contemporary world are concentrated in
the vast areas of Asia, Africa and Latin Amer-
ica; these are the most vulnerable areas under
imperialist rule and the storm centers of world
revolution dealing direct blows at imperialism.

The national democratic revolutionary
movement in these areas and the international
socialist revolutionary movement are the two
great historical currents of our time.

The national democratic revolution in these
areas is an important component of the con-
temporary proletarian world revolution.

The anti-imperialist revolutionary struggles
of the people in Asia, Africa and Latin Amer-
ica are pounding and undermining the founda-
tions of the rule of imperialism and colonialism,
old and new, and are now a mighty force in de-
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fense of world peace.

In a sense, therefore, the whole cause of the
international proletarian revolution hinges on
the outcome of the revolutionary struggles of
the people of these areas who constitute the
overwhelming majority of the world’s popula-
tion.

Therefore, the anti-imperialist revolution-
ary struggle of the people in Asia, Africa and
Latin America is definitely not merely a mat-
ter of regional significance but one of overall
importance for the whole cause of proletarian
world revolution.

Certain persons now go so far as to deny
the great international significance of the anti-
imperialist revolutionary struggles of the Asian,
African and Latin American peoples and, on
the pretext of breaking down the barriers of na-
tionality, color and geographical location, are
trying their best to efface the line of demarca-
tion between oppressed and oppressor nations
and between oppressed and oppressor countries
and to hold down the revolutionary struggles
of the peoples in these areas. In fact, they cater
to the needs of imperialism and create a new
“theory” to justify the rule of imperialism in
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these areas and the promotion of its policies of
old and new colonialism. Actually, this “the-
ory” seeks not to break down the barriers of
nationality, color and geographical location but
to maintain the rule of the “superior nations”
over the oppressed nations. It is only natural
that this fraudulent “theory” is rejected by the
people in these areas.

The working class in every socialist country
and in every capitalist country must truly put
into effect the fighting slogans, “Workers of all
countries, unite!” and “Workers and oppressed
nations of the world, unite!”; it must study the
revolutionary experience of the peoples of Asia,
Africa and Latin America, firmly support their
revolutionary actions and regard the cause of
their liberation as a most dependable support
for itself and as directly in accord with its own
interests. This is the only effective way to break
down the barriers of nationality, color and geo-
graphical location and this is the only genuine
proletarian internationalism.

It is impossible for the working class in the
European and American capitalist countries to
liberate itself unless it unites with the oppressed
nations and unless those nations are liberated.
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Lenin rightly said,

The revolutionary movement in
the advanced countries would ac-
tually be a sheer fraud if, in their
struggle against capital, the work-
ers of Europe and America were
not closely and completely united
with the hundreds upon hundreds
of millions of “colonial” slaves

who are oppressed by capitalﬂ

Certain persons in the international com-
munist movement are Now taking a passive
or scornful or negative attitude towards the
struggles of the oppressed nations for libera-
tion. They are in fact protecting the interests of
monopoly capital, betraying those of the prole-
tariat, and degenerating into social democrats.

The attitude taken towards the revolution-
ary struggles of the people in the Asian, African
and Latin American countries is an important
criterion for differentiating those who want rev-
olution from those who do not and those who

'Lenin, “The Second Congress of the Communist
International,” Selected Works, Foreign Languages Pub-
lishing House, Moscow, 1952, Vol. II, Part 2, pp. 472-73.
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are truly defending world peace from those who
are abetting the forces of aggression and war.

(9) The oppressed nations and peoples of
Asia, Africa and Latin America are faced with
the urgent task of fighting imperialism and its
lackeys.

History has entrusted to the proletarian
parties in these areas the glorious mission of
holding high the banner of struggle against im-
perialism, against old and new colonialism and
for national independence and people’s democ-
racy, of standing in the forefront of the national
democratic revolutionary movement and striv-
ing for a socialist future.

In these areas, extremely broad sections of
the population refuse to be slaves of imperial-
ism. They include not only the workers, peas-
ants, intellectuals and petty bourgeoisie, but
also the patriotic national bourgeoisie and even
certain kings, princes and aristocrats, who are
patriotic.

The proletariat and its party must have con-
fidence in the strength of the masses and, above
all, must unite with the peasants and establish
a solid worker-peasant alliance. It is of pri-
mary importance for advanced members of the
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proletariat to work in the rural areas, help the
peasants to act organized, and raise their class
consciousness and their national self-respect
and self-confidence.

On the basis of the worker-peasant alliance
the proletariat and its party must unite all the
strata that can be united and organize a broad
united front against imperialism and its lackeys.
In order to consolidate and expand this united
front it is necessary that the proletarian party
should maintain its ideological, political and
organizational independence and insist on the
leadership of the revolution.

The proletarian party and the revolutionary
people must learn to master all forms of strug-
gle, including armed struggle. They must defeat
counter-revolutionary armed force with revolu-
tionary armed force whenever imperialism and
its lackeys resort to armed suppression.

The nationalist countries which have re-
cently won political independence are still con-
fronted with the arduous tasks of consolidating
it, liquidating the forces of imperialism and do-
mestic reaction, carrying out agrarian and other
social reforms and developing their national
economy and culture. It is of practical and vital
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importance for these countries to guard and
fight against the neo-colonialist policies which
the old colonialists adopt to preserve their inter-
ests, and especially against the neo-colonialism
of U.S. imperialism.

In some of these countries, the patriotic na-
tional bourgeoisie continue to stand with the
masses in the struggle against imperialism and
colonialism and introduce certain measures of
social progress. This requires the proletarian
party to make a full appraisal of the progressive
role of the patriotic national bourgeoisie and
strengthen unity with them.

Astheinternal social contradictions and the
international class struggle sharpen, the bour-
geoisie, and particularly the big bourgeoisie, in
some newly independent countries increasingly
tend to become retainers of imperialism and
to pursue anti-popular, anti-Communist and
counter—revolutionary policies. It is necessary
for the proletarian party resolutely to oppose
these reactionary policies.

Generally speaking, the bourgeoisie in these
countries have a dual character. When a united
front is formed with the bourgeoisie, the pol-
icy of the proletarian party should be one of
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both unity and struggle. The policy should be
to unite with the bourgeoisie, in so far as they
tend to be progressive, anti-imperialist and anti-
feudal, but to struggle against their reactionary
tendencies to compromise and collaborate with
imperialism and the forces of feudalism.

On the national question the world outlook
of the proletarian party is internationalism, and
not nationalism. In the revolutionary struggle
it supports progressive nationalism and opposes
reactionary nationalism. It must always draw
a clear line of demarcation between itself and
bourgeois nationalism, to which it must never
fall captive.

The 1960 Statement says,

Communists expose attempts by
the reactionary section of the bour-
geoisie to represent its selfish, nar-
row class interests as those of the
entire nation; they expose the
demagogic use by bourgeois politi-
cians of socialist slogans for the
same purpose...

If the proletariat becomes the tail of the
landlords and bourgeoisie in the revolution, no
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real or thorough victory in the national demo-
cratic revolution is possible, and even if victory
of a kind is gained, it will be impossible to con-
solidate it.

In the course of the revolutionary struggles
of the oppressed nations and peoples, the prole-
tarian party must put forward a program of its
own which is thoroughly against imperialism
and domestic reaction and for national inde-
pendence and people’s democracy, and it must
work independently among the masses, con-
stantly expand the progressive forces, win over
the middle forces and isolate the reactionary
forces; only thus can it carry the national demo-
cratic revolution through to the end and guide
the revolution on to the road of socialism.

(10) In the imperialist and the capitalist
countries, the proletarian revolution and the
dictatorship of the proletariat are essential for
the thorough resolution of the contradictions
of capitalist society.

In striving to accomplish this task the pro-
letarian party must under the present circum-
stances actively lead the working class and the
working people in struggles to oppose monopoly
capital, to defend democratic rights, to oppose
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the menace of fascism, to improve living condi-
tions, to oppose imperialist arms expansion and
war preparations, to defend world peace and ac-
tively to support the revolutionary struggles of
the oppressed nations.

In the capitalist countries which U.S. im-
perialism controls or is trying to control, the
working class and the people should direct their
attacks mainly against U.S. imperialism, but
also against their own monopoly capitalists and
other reactionary forces who are betraying the
national interests.

Large-scale mass struggles in the capital-
ist countries in recent years have shown that
the working class and working people are ex-
periencing a new awakening. Their struggles,
which are dealing blows at monopoly capital
and reaction, have opened bright prospects for
the revolutionary cause in their own countries
and are also a powerful support for the revo-
lutionary struggles of the Asian, African and
Latin American peoples and for the countries
of the socialist camp.

The proletarian parties in imperialist or cap-
italist countries must maintain their own ide-
ological, political and organizational indepen-
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dence in leading revolutionary struggles. At the
same time, they must unite all the forces that
can be united and build a broad united front
against monopoly capital and against the impe-
rialist policies of aggression and war.

While actively leading immediate strug-
gles, Communists in the capitalist countries
should link them with the struggle for long-
range and general interests, educate the masses
in a Marxist-Leninist revolutionary spirit, cease-
lessly raise their political consciousness and un-
dertake the historical task of the proletarian
revolution. If they fail to do so, if they regard
the immediate movement as everything, deter-
mine their conduct from case to case, adapt
themselves to the events of the day and sacri-
fice the basic interests of the proletariat, that is
out-and-out social democracy.

Social democracy is a bourgeois ideological
trend. Lenin pointed out long ago that the so-
cial democratic parties are political detachments
of the bourgeoisie, its agents in the working-
class movement and its principal social prop.
Communists must at all times draw a clear line
of demarcation between themselves and social
democratic parties on the basic question of
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the proletarian revolution and the dictatorship
of the proletariat and liquidate the ideological
influence of social democracy in the interna-
tional working-class movement and among the
working people. Beyond any shadow of doubt,
Communists must win over the masses under
the influence of the social democratic parties
and must win over those left and middle ele-
ments in the social democratic parties who are
willing to oppose domestic monopoly capital
and domination by foreign imperialism and
must unite with them in extensive joint action
in the day-to-day struggle of the working-class
movement and in the struggle to defend world
peace.

In order to lead the proletariat and working
people in revolution, Marxist-Leninist Parties
must master all forms of struggle and be able to
substitute one form for another quickly as the
conditions of struggle change. The vanguard
of the proletariat will remain unconquerable
in all circumstances only if it masters all forms
of struggle—peaceful and armed, open and se-
cret, legal and illegal, parliamentary struggle and
mass struggle, etc. It is wrong to refuse to use
parliamentary and other legal forms of struggle
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when they can and should be used. However,
if a Marxist-Leninist Party falls into legalism or
parliamentary cretinism, confining the struggle
within the limits permitted by the bourgeoisie,
this will inevitably lead to renouncing the pro-
letarian revolution and the dictatorship of the
proletariat.

(1r) On the question of transition from cap-
italism to socialism, the proletarian party must
proceed from the stand of class struggle and rev-
olution and base itself on the Marxist-Leninist
teachings concerning the proletarian revolution
and the dictatorship of the proletariat.

Communists would always prefer to bring
about the transition to socialism by peaceful
means. But can peaceful transition be made
into a new world-wide strategic principle for
the international communist movement? Ab-
solutely not.

Marxism-Leninism consistently holds that
the fundamental question in all revolutions
is that of state power. The 1957 Declaration
and the 1960 Statement both clearly point out,
“Leninism teaches, and experience confirms,
that the ruling classes never relinquish power
voluntarily.” The old government never top-
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ples even in a period of crisis, unless it is pushed.
This is a universal law of class struggle.

In specific historical conditions, Marx and
Lenin did raise the possibility that revolution
may develop peacefully. But, as Lenin pointed
out, the peaceful development of revolution is
an opportunity “very seldom to be met with in
the history of revolutions.”

As a matter of fact, there is no historical
precedent for peaceful transition from capital-
ism to socialism.

Certain persons say there was no prece-
dent when Marx foretold that socialism would
inevitably replace capitalism. Then why can
we not predict a peaceful transition from cap-
italism to socialism despite the absence of a
precedent? This parallel is absurd. Employ-
ing dialectical and historical materialism, Marx
analyzed the contradictions of capitalism, dis-
covered the objective laws of development of
human society and arrived at a scientific con-
clusion, whereas the prophets who pin all their
hopes on “peaceful transition” proceed from
historical idealism, ignore the most fundamen-
tal contradictions of capitalism, repudiate the
Marxist-Leninist teachings on class struggle,
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and arrive at a subjective and groundless conclu-
sion. How can people who repudiate Marxism
get any help from Marx?

It is plain to everyone that the capitalist
countries are strengthening their state ma-
chinery—and especially their military appa-
ratus—the primary purpose of which is to sup-
press the people in their own countries.

The proletarian party must never base its
thinking, its policies for revolution and its en-
tire work on the assumption that the impe-
rialists and reactionaries will accept peaceful
transformation.

The proletarian party must prepare itself for
two eventualities—while preparing for a peace-
ful development of the revolution, it must also
tully prepare for a non-peaceful development.
It should concentrate on the painstaking work
of accumulating revolutionary strength, so that
it will be ready to seize victory when the condi-
tions for revolution are ripe or to strike power-
ful blows at the imperialists and the reactionar-
ies when they launch surprise attacks and armed
assaults.

If it fails to make such preparations, the
proletarian party will paralyze the revolutionary
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will of the proletariat, disarm itself ideologically
and sink into a totally passive state of unpre-
paredness both politically and organizationally,
and the result will be to bury the proletarian
revolutionary cause.

(r2) All social revolutions in the various
stages of the history of mankind are historically
inevitable and are governed by objective laws
independent of man’s will. Moreover, history
shows that there never was a revolution which
was able to achieve victory without zigzags and
sacrifices.

With Marxist-Leninist theory as the basis,
the task of the Proletarian party is to analyze
the concrete historical conditions, put forward
the correct strategy and tactics, and guide the
masses in bypassing hidden reefs, avoiding un-
necessary sacrifices and reaching the goal step by
step. Is it possible to avoid sacrifices altogether?
Such is not the case with the slave revolutions,
the serf revolutions, the bourgeois revolutions,
or the national revolutions; nor is it the case
with proletarian revolutions. Even if the guid-
ing line of the revolution is correct, it is impos-
sible to have a sure guarantee against setbacks
and sacrifices in the course of the revolution.
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So long as a correct line is adhered to, the rev-
olution is bound to triumph in the end. To
abandon revolution on the pretext of avoiding
sacrifices is in reality to demand that the people
should forever remain slaves and endure infinite
pain and sacrifice.

Elementary knowledge of Marxism-Leninism
tells us that the birth pangs of a revolution are
far less painful than the chronic agony of the
old society. Lenin rightly said that “even with
the most peaceful course of events, the present
[capitalist] system always and inevitably exacts
countless sacrifices from the working class.’

Whoever considers a revolution can be
made only if everything is plain sailing, only if
there is an advance guarantee against sacrifices
and failure, is certainly no revolutionary.

However difficult the conditions and what-
ever sacrifices and defeats the revolution may
suffer, proletarian revolutionaries should edu-
cate the masses in the spirit of revolution and
hold aloft the banner of revolution and not
abandon it

*Lenin, “Another Massacre,” Collected Works,
FLPH, Moscow, 1961, Vol. V, p. 2s.
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It would be “Left” adventurism if the pro-
letarian party should rashly launch a revolution
before the objective conditions are ripe. But it
would be Right opportunism if the proletarian
party should not dare to lead a revolution and to
seize state power when the objective conditions
are ripe.

Even in ordinary times, when it is leading
the masses in the day-to-day struggle, the prole-
tarian party should ideologically, politically and
organizationally prepare its own ranks and the
masses for revolution and promote revolution-
ary struggles, so that it will not miss the oppor-
tunity to overthrow the reactionary regime and
establish a new state power when the conditions
for revolution are ripe. Otherwise, when the ob-
jective conditions are ripe, the proletarian party
will simply throw away the opportunity of seiz-
ing victory.

The proletarian party must be flexible as
well as highly principled, and on occasion it
must make such compromises as are necessary
in the interests of the revolution. But it must
never abandon principled policies and the goal
of revolution on the pretext of flexibility and of
necessary compromises.
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The proletarian party must lead the masses
in waging struggles against the enemies, and it
must know how to utilize the contradictions
among those enemies. But the purpose of using
these contradictions is to make it easier to attain
the goal of the people’s revolutionary struggles
and not to liquidate these struggles.

Countless facts have proved that, wherever
the dark rule of imperialism and reaction ex-
ists, the people who form over ninety per cent
of the population will sooner or later rise in
revolution.

If Communists isolate themselves from the
revolutionary demands of the masses, they are
bound to lose the confidence of the masses and
will be tossed to the rear by the revolutionary
current.

If the leading group in any Party adopt a
non-revolutionary line and convert it into a re-
formist party, then Marxist-Leninists inside and
outside the Party will replace them and lead the
people in making revolution. In another kind
of situation, the bourgeois revolutionaries will
come forward to lead the revolution and the
party of the proletariat will forfeit its leadership
of the revolution. When the reactionary bour-
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geoisie betray the revolution and suppress the
people, an opportunist line will cause tragic and
unnecessary losses to the Communists and the
revolutionary masses.

If Communists slide down the path of op-
portunism, they will degenerate into bourgeois
nationalists and become appendages of the im-
perialists and the reactionary bourgeoisie.

There are certain persons who assert that
they have made the greatest creative contribu-
tions to revolutionary theory since Lenin and
that they alone are correct. But it is very du-
bious whether they have ever really given con-
sideration to the extensive experience of the
entire world communist movement, whether
they have ever really considered the interests,
the goal and tasks of the international prole-
tarian movement as a whole, and whether they
really have a general line for the international
communist movement which conforms with
Marxism-Leninism.

In the last few years the international com-
munist movement and the national liberation
movement have had many experiences and
many lessons. There are experiences which
people should praise and there are experiences
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which make people grieve. Communists and
revolutionaries in all countries should ponder
and seriously study these experiences of success
and failure, so as to draw correct conclusions
and useful lessons from them.

(13) The socialist countries and the revolu-
tionary struggles of the oppressed peoples and
nations support and assist each other.

The national liberation movements of Asia,
Africaand Latin America and the revolutionary
movements of the people in the capitalist coun-
tries are a strong support to the socialist coun-
tries. It is completely wrong to deny this.

The only attitude for the socialist countries
to adopt towards the revolutionary struggles
of the oppressed peoples and nations is one of
warm sympathy and active support; they must
not adopt a perfunctory attitude, or one of na-
tional selfishness or of great-power chauvinism.

Lenin said, “Alliance with the revolution-
aries of the advanced countries and with all
the oppressed peoples against any and all the
imperialists—such is the external policy of the
proletariat.”f| Whoever fails to understand this
point and considers that the support and aid

3Lenin, “The External Policy of the Russian Revo-
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given by the socialist countries to the oppressed
peoples and nations are a burden or charity is
going counter to Marxism-Leninism and prole-
tarian internationalism.

The superiority of the socialist system and
the achievements of the socialist countries in
construction play an exemplary role and are an
inspiration to the oppressed peoples and the
oppressed nations.

But this exemplary role and inspiration
can never replace the revolutionary struggles
of the oppressed peoples and nations. No op-
pressed people or nation can win liberation
except through its own staunch revolutionary
struggle.

Certain persons have one-sidedly exagger-
ated the role of peaceful competition between
socialist and imperialist countries in their at-
tempt to substitute peaceful competition for
the revolutionary struggles of the oppressed
peoples and nations. According to their preach-
ing, it would seem that imperialism will auto-
matically collapse in the course of this peaceful

lution,” Collected Works, 4th Russian edition, State Pub-
lishing House for Political Literature, 1949, Moscow, Vol.
XXV, p. 69.
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competition and that the only thing the op-
pressed peoples and nations have to do is to wait
quietly for the advent of this day. What does
this have in common with Marxist-Leninist
views?

Moreover, certain persons have concocted
the strange tale that China and some other so-
cialist countries want “to unleash wars” and to
spread socialism by “wars between states.” As
the Statement of 1960 points out, such tales are
nothing but imperialist and reactionary slan-
ders. To put it bluntly, the purpose of those
who repeat these slanders is to hide the fact
that they are opposed to revolutions by the op-
pressed peoples and nations of the world and
opposed to others supporting such revolutions.

(14) In the last few years much—in fact a
great deal—has been said on the question of war
and peace. Our views and policies on this ques-
tion are known to the world, and no one can
distort them.

It is a pity that although certain persons in
the international communist movement talk
about how much they love peace and hate war,
they are unwilling to acquire even a faint un-
derstanding of the simple truth on war pointed
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out by Lenin.
Lenin said,

It seems to me that the main thing
that is usually forgotten on the
question of war, which receives
inadequate attention, the main
reason why there is so much con-
troversy, and, I would say, futile,
hopeless and aimless controversy,
is that people forget the funda-
mental question of the class char-
acter of the war; why the war broke
out; the classes that are waging
it; the historical and historico-
economic conditions that gave rise

to it/
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As Marxist-Leninists see it, war is the con-

tinuation of politics by other means, and every
war is inseparable from the political system and
the political struggles which give rise to it. If one
departs from this scientific Marxist-Leninist
proposition which has been confirmed by the

4Lenin, “War and Revolution,” Collected Waorks, 4th
Russian edition, SPHPL, Moscow, 1949, XXIV, p. 362.
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entire history of class struggle, one will never be
able to understand either the question of war
or the question of peace.

There are different types of peace and dif-
ferent types of war. Marxist-Leninists must be
clear about what type of peace or what type
of war is in question. Lumping just wars and
unjust wars together and opposing all of them
undiscriminatingly is a bourgeois pacifist and
not a Marxist-Leninist approach.

Certain persons say that revolutions are en-
tirely possible without war. Now which type of
war are they referring to—is it a war of national
liberation or a revolutionary civil war, or is it a
world war?

If they are referring to a war of national lib-
eration or a revolutionary civil war, then this
formulation is, in effect, opposed to revolution-
ary wars and to revolution.

If they are referring to a world war, then
they are shooting at a non-existent target. Al-
though Marxist-Leninists have pointed out, on
the basis of the history of the two world wars,
that world wars inevitably lead to revolution,
no Marxist-Leninist ever has held or ever will
hold that revolution must be made through
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world war.

Marxist-Leninists take the abolition of war
as their ideal and believe that war can be abol-
ished.

But how can war be abolished?

This is how Lenin viewed it:

...our object is to achieve the so-
cialist system of society, which, by
abolishing the division of mankind
into classes, by abolishing all ex-
ploitation of man by man, and of
one nation by other nations, will
inevitably abolish all possibility of

warfl

The Statement of 1960 also puts it very
clearly, “The victory of socialism all over the
world will completely remove the social and
national causes of all wars.”

However, certain persons now actually hold
that it is possible to bring about “a world with-
out weapons, without armed forces and with-
out wars” through “general and complete disar-
mament” while the system of imperialism and

5Ibid., p. 363.
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of the exploitation of man by man still exists.
This is sheer illusion.

An elementary knowledge of Marxism-
Leninism tells us that the armed forces are the
principal part of the state machine and that a
so-called world without weapons and without
armed forces can only be a world without states.
Lenin said:

Only after the proletariat has dis-
armed the bourgeoisie will it be
able, without betraying its world-
historical mission, to throw all ar-
maments on the scrap heap; and
the proletariat will undoubtedly
do this, but only when this condi-
tion has been fulfilled, certainly not

bcfore.ﬂ

What are the facts in the world today? Is
there a shadow of evidence that the imperial-
ist countries headed by the United States are
ready to carry out general and complete disar-

®Lenin, “The War Program of the Proletarian Revo-
lution,” Selected Works, FLPH, Moscow, 1952, Vol. I, Part

2,p. 574
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mament? Are they not each and all engaged in
general and complete arms expansion?

We have always maintained that, in order to
expose and combat the imperialists’ arms expan-
sion and war preparations, it is necessary to put
forward the proposal for general disarmament.
Furthermore, it is possible to compel imperial-
ism to accept some kind of agreement on disar-
mament, through the combined struggle of the
socialist countries and the people of the whole
world.

If one regards general and complete dis-
armament as the fundamental road to world
peace, spreads the illusion that imperialism will
automatically lay down its arms and tries to
liquidate the revolutionary struggles of the op-
pressed peoples and nations on the pretext of
disarmament, then this is deliberately to deceive
the people of the world and help the imperial-
ists in their policies of aggression and war.

In order to overcome the present ideologi-
cal confusion in the international working-class
movement on the question of war and peace, we
consider that Lenin’s thesis, which has been dis-
carded by the modern revisionists, must be re-
stored in the interest of combating the imperial-
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ist policies of aggression and war and defending
world peace.

The people of the world universally de-
mand the prevention of a new world war. And
it is possible to prevent a new world war.

The question then is, what is the way to
secure world peace? According to the Leninist
viewpoint, world peace can be won only by the
struggles of the people in all countries and not
by begging the imperialists for it. World peace
can only be effectively defended by relying on
the development of the forces of the social-
ist camp, on the revolutionary struggles of the
proletariat and working people of all countries,
on the liberation struggles of the oppressed na-
tions and on the struggles of all peace-loving
people and countries.

Such is the Leninist policy. Any policy to
the contrary definitely will not lead to world
peace but will only encourage the ambitions
of the imperialists and increase the danger of
world war.

In recent years, certain persons have been
spreading the argument that a single spark from
a war of national liberation or from a revolu-
tionary people’s war will lead to a world con-
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flagration destroying the whole of mankind.
What are the facts? Contrary to what these per-
sons say, the wars of national liberation and the
revolutionary people’s wars that have occurred
since World War II have not led to world war.
The victory of these revolutionary wars has di-
rectly weakened the forces of imperialism and
greatly strengthened the forces which prevent
the imperialists from launching a world war
and which defend world peace. Do not the facts
demonstrate the absurdity of this argument?

(15) The complete banning and destruction
of nuclear weapons is an important task in the
struggle to defend world peace. We must do our
utmost to this end.

Nuclear weapons are unprecedentedly de-
structive, which is why for more than a decade
now the U.S. imperialists have been pursuing
their policy of nuclear blackmail in order to re-
alize their ambition of enslaving the people of
all countries and dominating the world.

But when the imperialists threaten other
countries with nuclear weapons, they subject
the people in their own country to the same
threat, thus arousing them against nuclear
weapons and against the imperialist policies of
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aggression and war. At the same time, in their
vain hope of destroying their opponents with
nuclear weapons, the imperialists are in fact
subjecting themselves to the danger of being
destroyed.

The possibility of banning nuclear weapons
does indeed exist. However, if the imperialists
are forced to accept an agreement to ban nu-
clear weapons, it decidedly will not be because
of their “love for humanity” but because of the
pressure of the people of all countries and for
the sake of their own vital interests.

In contrast to the imperialists, socialist
countries rely upon the righteous strength of
the people and on their own correct policies,
and have no need whatever to gamble with
nuclear weapons in the world arena. Socialist
countries have nuclear weapons solely in order
to defend themselves and to prevent imperial-
ism from launching a nuclear war.

In the view of Marxist-Leninists, the peo-
ple are the makers of history. In the present, as
in the past, man is the decisive factor. Marxist-
Leninists attach importance to the role of tech-
nological change, but it is wrong to belittle the
role of man and exaggerate the role of technol-
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ogy.

The emergence of nuclear weapons can nei-
ther arrest the progress of human history nor
save the imperialist system from its doom, any
more than the emergence of new techniques
could save the old systems from their doom in
the past.

The emergence of nuclear weapons does
not and cannot resolve the fundamental con-
tradictions in the contemporary world, does
not and cannot alter the law of class struggle,
and does not and cannot change the nature of
imperialism and reaction.

It cannot, therefore, be said that with the
emergence of nuclear weapons the possibility
and the necessity of social and national revolu-
tions have disappeared, or the basic principles
of Marxism-Leninism, and especially the theo-
ries of proletarian revolution and the dictator-
ship of the proletariat and of war and peace,
have become outmoded and changed into stale
“dogmas.”

(16) It was Lenin who advanced the thesis
that it is possible for the socialist countries to
practice peaceful coexistence with the capitalist
countries. It is well known that after the great
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Soviet people had repulsed foreign armed in-
tervention the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union and the Soviet Government, led first by
Lenin and then by Stalin, consistently pursued
the policy of peaceful coexistence and that they
were forced to wage a war of self-defense only
when attacked by the German imperialists.

Since its founding, the People’s Republic of
China too has consistently pursued the policy
of peaceful coexistence with countries having
different social systems, and it is China which
initiated the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexis-
tence.

However, a few years ago certain persons
suddenly claimed Lenin’s policy of peaceful co-
existence as their own “great discovery.” They
maintain that they have a monopoly on the
interpretation of this policy. They treat “peace-
ful coexistence” as if it were an all-inclusive,
mystical book from heaven and attribute to it
every success the people of the world achieve
by struggle. What is more, they label all who
disagree with their distortions of Lenin’s views
as opponents of peaceful coexistence, as people
completely ignorant of Lenin and Leninism,
and as heretics deserving to be burnt at the
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stake.

How can the Chinese Communists agree
with this view and practice? They cannot, it is
impossible.

Lenin’s principle of peaceful coexistence is
very clear and readily comprehensible by ordi-
nary people. Peaceful coexistence designates a
relationship between countries with different
social systems, and must not be interpreted as
one pleases. It should never be extended to
apply to the relations between oppressed and
oppressor nations, between oppressed and op-
pressor countries or between oppressed and
oppressor classes, and never be described as the
main content of the transition from capital-
ism to socialism, still less should it be asserted
that peaceful coexistence is mankind’s road to
socialism. The reason is that it is one thing to
practice peaceful coexistence between countries
with different social systems. It is absolutely im-
permissible and impossible for countries prac-
ticing peaceful coexistence to touch even a hair
of each other’s social system. The class strug-
gle, the struggle for national liberation and the
transition from capitalism to socialism in vari-
ous countries are quite another. thing. They are
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all bitter, life-and-death revolutionary struggles
which aim at changing the social system. Peace-
ful coexistence cannot replace the revolutionary
struggles of the people. The transition from
capitalism to socialism in any country can only
be brought about through the proletarian rev-
olution and the dictatorship of the proletariat
in that country.

In the application of the policy of peaceful
coexistence, struggles between the socialist and
imperialist countries are unavoidable in the po-
litical, economic and ideological spheres, and it
is absolutely impossible to have “all-round co-
operation.”

It is necessary for the socialist countries to
engage in negotiations of one kind or another
with the imperialist countries. It is possible to
reach certain agreements through negotiation
by relying on the correct policies of the socialist
countries and on the pressure of the people of
all countries. But necessary compromises be-
tween the socialist countries and the imperialist
countries do not require the oppressed peoples
and nations to follow suit and compromise with
imperialism and its lackeys. No one should ever
demand in the name of peaceful coexistence
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that the oppressed peoples and nations should
give up their revolutionary struggles.

The application of the policy of peaceful
coexistence by the socialist countries is advan-
tageous for achieving a peaceful international
environment for socialist construction, for ex-
posing the imperialist policies of aggression
and war and for isolating the imperialist forces
of aggression and war. But if the general line
of the foreign policy of the socialist countries is
confined to peaceful coexistence, then it is im-
possible to handle correctly either the relations
between socialist countries or those between
the socialist countries and the oppressed peo-
ples and nations. Therefore it is wrong to make
peaceful coexistence the general line of the for-
eign policy of the socialist countries.

In our view, the general line of the foreign
policy of the socialist countries should have
the following content: to develop relations of
friendship, mutual assistance and co-operation
among the countries in the socialist camp in
accordance with the principle of proletarian
internationalism; to strive for peaceful coexis-
tence on the basis of the Five Principles with
countries having different social systems and
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oppose the imperialist policies of aggression
and war; and to support and assist the revolu-
tionary struggles of all the oppressed peoples
and nations. These three aspects are interre-
lated and indivisible, and not a single one can
be omitted.

(17) For a very long historical period after
the proletariat takes power, class struggle con-
tinues as an objective law independent of man’s
will, differing only in form from what it was be-
fore the taking of power.

After the October Revolution, Lenin pointed
out a number of times that:

a) The overthrown exploiters always try in
a thousand and one ways to recover the “par-
adise” they have been deprived of.

b) New elements of capitalism are con-
stantly and spontaneously generated in the
petty-bourgeois atmosphere.

c) Political degenerates and new bourgeois
elements may emerge in the ranks of the work-
ing class and among government functionaries
as a result of bourgeois influence and the perva-
sive, corrupting atmosphere of the petty bour-
geoisie.

d) The external conditions for the continu-
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ance of class struggle within a socialist country
are encirclement by international capitalism,
the imperialists’ threat of armed intervention
and their subversive activities to accomplish
peaceful disintegration.

Life has confirmed these conclusions of
Lenin’s.

For decades or even longer periods after
socialist industrialization and agricultural col-
lectivization, it will be impossible to say that
any socialist country will be free from those
elements which Lenin repeatedly denounced,
such as bourgeois hangers-on, parasites, specu-
lators, swindlers, idlers, hooligans and embez-
zlers of state funds; or to say that a socialist
country will no longer need to perform or be
able to relinquish the task laid down by Lenin
of conquering “this contagion, this plague, this
ulcer that socialism has inherited from capital-
ism.”

In a socialist country, it takes a very long
historical period gradually to settle the ques-
tion of who will win—socialism or capitalism.
The struggle between the road of socialism and
the road of capitalism runs through this whole
historical period. This struggle rises and falls
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in a wave-like manner, at times becoming very
fierce, and the forms of the struggle are many
and varied.

The 1957 Declaration rightly states that “the
conquest of power by the working class is only
the beginning of the revolution, not its conclu-
sion.”

To deny the existence of class struggle in
the period of the dictatorship of the proletariat
and the necessity of thoroughly completing the
socialist revolution on the economic, political
and ideological fronts is wrong, does not corre-
spond to objective reality and violates Marxism-
Leninism.

(18) Both Marx and Lenin maintained that
the entire period before the advent of the higher
stage of communist society is the period of
transition from capitalism to communism, the
period of the dictatorship of the proletariat.
In this transition period, the dictatorship of
the proletariat, that is to say, the proletarian
state, goes through the dialectical process of es-
tablishment, consolidation, strengthening and
withering away.

In the Critique of the Gotha Program, Marx
posed the question as follows:
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Between capitalist and communist
society lies the period of the rev-
olutionary transformation of the
one into the other. There corre-
sponds to this also a political tran-
sition period in which the state can
be nothing but the revolutionary
dictatorship of the proletariat]|
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Lenin frequently emphasized Marx’s great
theory of the dictatorship of the proletariat and
analyzed the development of this theory, partic-
ularly in his outstanding work, The State and

Revolution, where he wrote:

..the transition from capitalist
society—which is developing to-
wards communism—to a commu-
nist society is impossible without
a “political transition period,” and
the state in this period can only be
the revolutionary dictatorship of

the proletariat

7Marx and Engels, Selected Works, FLPH, Moscow,

1955, Vol. II, pp. 32-33.

8Lenin, Selected Works, FLPH, Moscow, 1952, Vol.

II, Part 1, p. 289.
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He further said:

The essence of Marx’s teaching on
the state has been mastered only
by those who understand that the
dictatorship of a single class is nec-
essary not only for every class so-
ciety in general, not only for the
proletariat which has overthrown
the bourgeoisie, but also for the
entire bistorical period which sep-
arates capitalism from “classless
society,” from comrnunism

As stated above, the fundamental thesis of
Marx and Lenin is that the dictatorship of the
proletariat will inevitably continue for the en-
tire historical period of the transition from cap-
italism to communism, that is, for the entire pe-
riod up to the abolition of all class differences
and the entry into a classless society, the higher
stage of communist society.

What will happen ifitis announced, halfway
through, that the dictatorship of the proletariat
is no longer necessary?

21bid., p. 234.
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Does this not fundamentally conflict with
the teachings of Marx and Lenin on the state of
the dictatorship of the proletariat?

Does this not license the development of
“this contagion, this plague, this ulcer that so-
cialism has inherited from capitalism”?

In other words, this would lead to extremely
grave consequences and make any transition to
communism out of the question.

Can there be a “state of the whole people”?
Is it possible to replace the state of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat by a “state of the whole
people”?

This is not a question about the internal
affairs of any particular country but a funda-
mental problem involving the universal truth
of Marxism-Leninism.

In the view of Marxist-Leninists, there is no
such thing as a non-class or supra-class state. So
long as the state remains a state, it must bear a
class character; so long as the state exists, it can-
not be a state of the “whole people.” As soon
as society becomes classless, there will no longer
be a state.

Then what sort of thing would a “state of
the whole people” be?
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Anyone with an elementary knowledge of
Marxism-Leninism can understand that the so-
called “state of the whole people” is nothing
new. Representative bourgeois figures have al-
ways called the bourgeois state a “state of all the
people,” or a “state in which power belongs to
all the people.”

Certain persons may say that their society
is already one without classes. We answer: No,
there are classes and class struggles in all socialist
countries without exception.

Since remnants of the old exploiting classes
who are trying to stage a comeback still exist
there, since new capitalist elements are con-
stantly being generated there, and since there
are still parasites, speculators, idlers, hooligans,
embezzlers of state funds, etc., how can it be
said that classes or class struggles no longer ex-
ist? How can it be said that the dictatorship of
the proletariat is no longer necessary?

Marxism-Leninism tells us that in addition
to the suppression of the hostile classes, the
historical tasks of the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat in the course of building socialism neces-
sarily include the correct handling of relations
between the working class and peasantry, the
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consolidation of their political and economic
alliance and the creation of conditions for the
gradual elimination of the class difference be-
tween worker and peasant.

When we look at the economic base of any
socialist society, we find that the difference be-
tween ownership by the whole people and col-
lective ownership exists in all socialist countries
without exception, and that there is individual
ownership too. Ownership by the whole people
and collective ownership are two kinds of own-
ership and two kinds of relations of production
in socialist society. The workers in enterprises
owned by the whole people and the peasants
on farms owned collectively belong to two dif-
ferent categories of laborers in socialist society.
Therefore, the class difference between worker
and peasant exists in all socialist countries with-
out exception. This difference will not disap-
pear until the transition to the higher stage of
communism is achieved. In their present level
of economic development all socialist countries
are still far, far removed from the higher stage of
communism in which “from each according to
his ability, to each according to his needs” is put
into practice. Therefore, it will take a long, long
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time to eliminate the class difference between
worker and peasant. And until this difference is
eliminated, it is impossible to say that society is
classless or that there is no longer any need for
the dictatorship of the proletariat.

In calling a socialist state the “state of the
whole people,” is one trying to replace the
Marxist-Leninist theory of the state by the
bourgeois theory of the state? Is one trying
to replace the state of the dictatorship of the
proletariat by a state of a different character?

If that is the case, it is nothing but a great
historical retrogression. The degeneration of
the social system in Yugoslavia is a grave lesson.

(19) Leninism holds that the proletarian
party must exist together with the dictatorship
of the proletariat in socialist countries. The
party of the proletariat is indispensable for the
entire historical period of the dictatorship of
the proletariat. The reason is that the dictator-
ship of the proletariat has to struggle against
the enemies of the proletariat and of the peo-
ple, remold the peasants and other small pro-
ducers, constantly consolidate the proletarian
ranks, build socialism and effect the transition
to communism; none of these things can be
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done without the leadership of the party of the
proletariat.

Can there be a “party of the entire people”?
Is it possible to replace the party which is the
vanguard of the proletariat by a “party of the en-
tire people”?

This, too, is not a question about the inter-
nal affairs of any particular Party, but a funda-
mental problem involving the universal truth of
Marxism-Leninism.

In the view of Marxist-Leninists, there is no
such thing as a non-class or supra-class political
party. All political parties have a class charac-
ter. Party spirit is the concentrated expression
of class character.

The party of the proletariat is the only party
able to represent the interests of the whole peo-
ple. It can, do so precisely because it represents
the interests of the proletariat, whose ideas and
will it concentrates. It can lead the whole people
because the proletariat can finally emancipate it-
self only with the emancipation of all mankind,
because the very nature of the proletariat en-
ables its party to approach problems in terms
of its present and future interests, because the

party is boundlessly loyal to the people and has
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the spirit of self-sacrifice; hence its democratic
centralism and iron discipline. Without such
a party, it is impossible to maintain the dicta-
torship of the proletariat and to represent the
interests of the whole people.

What will happen ifitis announced halfway
before entering the higher stage of communist
society that the party of the proletariat has be-
come a “party of the entire people” and if its
proletarian class character is repudiated?

Does this not fundamentally conflict with
the teachings of Marx and Lenin on the party
of the proletarjat?

Does this not disarm the proletariat and all
the working people, organizationally and ideo-
logically, and is it not tantamount to helping re-
store capitalism?

Is it not “going south by driving the chariot
north” to talk about any transition to commu-
nist society in such circumstances?

(20) Over the past few years, certain persons
have violated Lenin’s integral teachings about
the interrelationship of leaders, party, class and
masses, and raised the issue of “combating the
cult of the individual”; this is erroneous and
harmful.
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The theory propounded by Lenin is as fol-

lows:

a) The masses are divided into
classes;

b) Classes are usually led by politi-
cal parties;

c) Political parties, as a general rule,
are directed by more or less stable
groups composed of the most au-
thoritative, influential and experi-
enced members, who are elected to
the most responsible positions and
are called leaders.

Lenin said, “All this is elementary.”

The party of the proletariat is the head-
quarters of the proletariat in revolution and
struggle. Every proletarian party must practice
centralism based on democracy and establish
a strong Marxist-Leninist leadership before it
can become an organized and battle-worthy
vanguard. To raise the question of “combating
the cult of the individual” is actually to coun-
terpose the leaders to the masses, undermine

the party’s unified leadership which is based
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on democratic centralism, dissipate its fighting
strength and disintegrate its ranks.

Lenin criticized the erroneous views which
counterpose the leaders to the masses. He called
them “ridiculously absurd and stupid.”

The Communist Party of China has always
disapproved of exaggerating the role of the indi-
vidual, has advocated and persistently practiced
democratic centralism within the Party and
advocated the linking of the leadership with
the masses, maintaining that correct leadership
must know how to concentrate the views of the
masses.

While loudly combating the so-called “cult
of the individual,” certain persons are in real-
ity doing their best to defame the proletarian
party and the dictatorship of the proletariat. At
the same time, they are enormously exaggerat-
ing the role of certain individuals, shifting all
errors onto others and claiming all credit for
themselves.

What is more serious is that, under the pre-
text of “combating the cult of the individual,”
certain persons are crudely interfering in the
internal affairs of other fraternal Parties and
fraternal countries and forcing other fraternal
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Parties to change their leadership in order to
impose their own wrong line on these Parties.
What is all this if not great-power chauvinism,
sectarianism and splittism? What is all this if
not subversion?

It is high time to propagate seriously and
comprehensively Lenin’s integral teachings on
the interrelationship of leaders, party, class and
masses.

(21) Relations between socialist countries
are international relations of a new type. Rela-
tions between socialist countries, whether large
or small, and whether more developed or less
developed economically, must be based on the
principles of complete equality, respect for terri-
torial integrity, sovereignty and independence,
and non-interference in each other’s internal
affairs, and must also be based on the principles
of mutual support and mutual assistance in
accordance with proletarian internationalism.

Every socialist country must rely mainly on
itself for its construction.

In accordance with its own concrete condi-
tions, every socialist country must rely first of all
on the diligent labor and talents of its own peo-
ple, utilize all its available resources fully and in
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a planned way, and bring all its potential into
play in socialist construction. Only thus can it
build socialism effectively and develop its econ-
omy speedily.

This is the only way for each socialist coun-
try to strengthen the might of the entire socialist
camp and enhance its capacity to assist the revo-
lutionary cause of the international proletariat.
Therefore, to observe the principle of mainly re-
lying on oneself in construction is to apply pro-
letarian internationalism concretely.

If, proceeding only from its own partial
interests, any socialist country unilaterally de-
mands that other fraternal countries submit to
its needs, and uses the pretext of opposing what
they call “going it alone” and “nationalism,” to
prevent other fraternal countries from applying
the principle of relying mainly on their own ef-
forts in their construction and from developing
their economies on the basis of independence,
or even goes to the length of putting economic
pressure on other fraternal countries—then
these are pure manifestations of national ego-
ism.

It is absolutely necessary for socialist coun-
tries to practice mutual economic assistance and
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co-operation and exchange. Such economic co-
operation must be based on the principles of
complete equality, mutual benefit and com-
radely mutual assistance.

It would be great-power chauvinism to
deny these basic principles and, in the name
of “international division of labor” or “special-
ization,” to impose one’s own will on others,
infringe on the independence and sovereignty
of fraternal countries or harm the interests of
their people.

In relations among socialist countries it
would be preposterous to follow the practice of
gaining profit for oneself at the expense of oth-
ers, a practice characteristic of relations among
capitalist countries, or go so far as to take the
“economic integration” and the “common mar-
ket,” which monopoly capitalist groups have
instituted for the purpose of seizing markets
and grabbing profits, as examples which social-
ist countries ought to follow in their economic
co-operation and mutual assistance.

(22) The 1957 Declaration and the 1960
Statement lay down the principles guiding re-
lations among fraternal Parties. These are the
principle of solidarity, the principle of mutual
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support and mutual assistance, the principle of
independence and equality and the principle of
reaching unanimity through consultation—all
on the basis of Marxism-Leninism and prole-
tarian internationalism.

We note that in its letter of March 30 the
Central Committee of the C.P.S.U. says that
there are no “superior” and “subordinate” Par-
ties in the communist movement, that all Com-
munist Parties are independent and equal, and
that they should all build their relations on the
basis of proletarian internationalism and mu-
tual assistance.

Itis a fine quality of Communists that their
deeds are consistent with their words. The only
correct way to safeguard and strengthen unity
among the fraternal Parties is genuinely to ad-
here to, and not to violate, the principle of
proletarian internationalism and genuinely to
observe, and not to undermine, the principles
guiding relations among fraternal Parties—and
to do so not only in words but, much more
important, in deeds.

If the principle of independence and equal-
ity is accepted in relations among fraternal Par-
ties, then it is impermissible for any Party to
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place itself above others, to interfere in their in-
ternal affairs, and to adopt patriarchal ways in
relations with them.

Ifitis accepted that there are no “superiors”
and “subordinates” in relations among frater-
nal Parties, then it is impermissible to impose
the program, resolutions and line of one’s own
Party on other fraternal Parties as the “com-
mon program” of the international communist
movement.

If the principle of reaching unanimity through
consultation is accepted in relations among fra-
ternal Parties, then one should not emphasize
“who is in the majority” or “who is in the mi-
nority” and bank on a so-called majority in or-
der to force through one’s own erroneous line
and carry out sectarian and splitting policies.

If it is agreed that differences between fra-
ternal Parties should be settled through inter-
Party consultation, then other fraternal Parties
should not be attacked publicly and by name at
one’s own congress or at other Party congresses,
in speeches by Party leaders, resolutions, state-
ments, etc.; and still less should the ideological
differences among fraternal Parties be extended
into the sphere of state relations.
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We hold that in the present circumstances,
when there are differences in the international
communist movement, it is particularly impor-
tant to stress strict adherence to the principles
guiding relations among fraternal Parties as laid
down in the Declaration and the Statement.

In the sphere of relations among fraternal
Parties and countries, the question of Soviet-
Albanian relations is an outstanding one at
present. Here the question is what is the cor-
rect way to treat a fraternal Party and country
and whether the principles guiding relations
among fraternal Parties and countries stipu-
lated in the Declaration and the Statement are
to be adhered to. The correct solution of this
question is an important matter of principle in
safeguarding the unity of the socialist camp and
the international communist movement.

How to treat the Marxist-Leninist frater-
nal Albanian Party of Labor is one question.
How to treat the Yugoslav revisionist clique of
traitors to Marxism-Leninism is quite another
question. These two essentially different ques-
tions must on no account be placed on a par.

Your letter says that you “do not relin-
quish the hope that the relations between the
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C.P.S.U. and the Albanian Party of Labor may
be improved,” but at the same time you con-
tinue to attack the Albanian comrades for what
you call “splitting activities.” Clearly this is
self-contradictory and in no way contributes
to resolving the problem of Soviet-Albanian
relations.

Who is it that has taken splitting actions in
Soviet-Albanian relations?

All this is plain and clear to the whole world.

Is it possible that the leading comrades of
the C.P.S.U. do not really feel their responsibil-
ity for the fact that Soviet-Albanian relations
have so seriously deteriorated?

We once again express our sincere hope that
the leading comrades of the C.P.S.U. will ob-
serve the principles guiding relations among
fraternal Parties and countries and take the ini-
tiative in seeking an effective way to improve
Soviet-Albanian relations.

In short, the question of how to handle
relations with fraternal Parties and countries
must be taken seriously. Strict adherence to the
principles guiding relations among fraternal
Parties and countries is the only way forcefully
to rebuft slanders such as those spread by the
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imperialists and reactionaries about the “hand
of Moscow.”

Proletarian internationalism is demanded
of all Parties without exception, whether large
or small, and whether in power or not. How-
ever, the larger Parties and the Parties in power
bear a particularly heavy responsibility in this
respect. The series of distressing developments
which have occurred in the socialist camp in the
past period have harmed the interests not only
of the fraternal Parties concerned but also of
the masses of the people in their countries. This
convincingly demonstrates that the larger coun-
tries and Parties need to keep in mind Lenin’s
behest never to commit the error of great-power
chauvinism.

The comrades of the C.P.S.U. state in their
letter that “the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union has never taken and will never take a
single step that could sow hostility among the
peoples of our country towards the fraternal
Chinese people or other peoples.” Here we do
not desire to go back and enumerate the many
unpleasant events that have occurred in the
past, and we only wish that the comrades of the
C.P.S.U. will strictly abide by this statement in
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their future actions.

During the past few years, our Party mem-
bers and our people have exercised the greatest
restraint in the face of a series of grave incidents
which were in violation of the principles guid-
ing relations among fraternal Parties and coun-
tries and despite the many difficulties and losses
which have been imposed on us. The spirit
of proletarian internationalism of the Chinese
Communists and the Chinese people has stood
a severe test.

The Communist Party of China is unswerv-
ingly loyal to proletarian internationalism, up-
holds and defends the principles of the 1957
Declaration and the 1960 Statement guiding
relations among fraternal Parties and countries,
and safeguards and strengthens the unity of the
socialist camp and the international communist
movement.

(23) In order to carry out the common pro-
gram of the international communist move-
ment unanimously agreed upon by the fraternal
Parties, an uncompromising struggle must be
waged against all forms of opportunism, which
is a deviation from Marxism-Leninism.

The Declaration and the Statement point
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out that revisionism, or, in other words, Right
opportunism, is the main danger in the inter-
national communist movement. Yugoslav revi-
sionism typifies modern revisionism.

The Statement points out particularly:

The Communist Parties have unan-
imously condemned the Yugoslav

variety of international oppor-

tunism, a variety of modern revi-

sionist “theories” in concentrated

form.

It goes on to say:

After betraying Marxism-Leninism,
which they termed obsolete, the
leaders of the League of Commu-
nists of Yugoslavia opposed their
anti-Leninist revisionist program
to the Declaration of 1957; they set
the League of Communists of Yu-
goslavia against the international
communist movement as a whole,
severed their country from the so-
cialist camp, made it dependent
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on so-called “aid” from U.S. and

other imperialists...

The Statement says further:

The Yugoslav revisionists carry on
subversive work against the social-
ist camp and the world commu-
nist movement. Under the pretext
of an extra-bloc policy, they en-
gage in activities which prejudice
the unity of all the peace-loving
forces and countries.
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Therefore, it draws the following conclu-

sion:

Further exposure of the leaders
of Yugoslav revisionists and active
struggle to safeguard the commu-
nist movement and the working-
class movement from the anti-
Leninistideas of the Yugoslav revi-
sionists, remains an essential task
of the Marxist-Leninist Parties.
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The question raised here is an important
one of principle for the international commu-
nist movement.

Only recently the Tito clique have publicly
stated that they are persisting in their revisionist
program and anti-Marxist-Leninist stand in op-
position to the Declaration and the Statement.

U.S. imperialism and its NATO partners
have spent several thousand millions of U.S.
dollars nursing the Tito clique for a long time.
Cloaked as “Marxist-Leninists” and flaunting
the banner of a “socialist country,” the Tito
clique has been undermining the international
communist movement and the revolutionary
cause of the people of the world, serving as a
special detachment of U.S. imperialism.

Itis-completely groundless and out of keep-
ing with the facts to assert that Yugoslavia is
showing “definite positive tendencies,” that it is
a “socialist country,” and that the Tito clique is
an “anti-imperialist force.”

Certain persons are now attempting to in-
troduce the Yugoslav revisionist clique into
the socialist community and the international
communist ranks. This is openly to tear up the
agreement unanimously reached at the 1960
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meeting of the fraternal Parties and is absolutely
impermissible.

Over the past few years, the revisionist trend
flooding the international working-class move-
ment and the many experiences and lessons of
the international communist movement have
tully confirmed the correctness of the conclu-
sion in the Declaration and the Statement that
revisionism is the main danger in the interna-
tional communist movement at present.

However, certain persons are openly saying
that dogmatism and not revisionism is the main
danger, or that dogmatism is no less dangerous
than revisionism, etc. What sort of principle
underlies all this?

Firm Marxist-Leninists and genuine Marxist-
Leninist Parties must put principles first. They
must not barter away principles, approving one
thing today and another tomorrow, advocating
one thing today and another tomorrow.

Together with all Marxist-Leninists, the
Chinese Communists will continue to wage
an uncompromising struggle against modern
revisionism in order to defend the purity of
Marxism-Leninism and the principled stand of
the Declaration and the Statement.
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While combating revisionism, which is the
main danger in the international communist
movement, Communists must also combat
dogmatism.

As stated in the 1957 Declaration, prole-
tarian parties, “should firmly adhere to the
principle of combining (...) universal Marxist-
Leninist truth with the specific practice of rev-
olution and construction in their countries.”

That is to say:

On the one hand, it is necessary at all times
to adhere to the universal truth of Marxism-
Leninism. Failure to do so will lead to Right
opportunist or revisionist errors.

On the other hand, it is always necessary
to proceed from reality, maintain close contact
with the masses, constantly sum up the experi-
ence of mass struggles, and independently work
out and apply policies and tactics suited to the
conditions of one’s own country. Errors of
dogmatism will be committed if one fails to do
50, if one mechanically copies the policies and
tactics of another Communist Party, submits
blindly to the will of others or accepts without
analysis the program and resolutions of another
Communist Party as one’s own line.
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Some people are now violating this basic
principle, which was long ago affirmed in the
Declaration. On the pretext of “creatively devel-
oping Marxism-Leninism,” they cast aside the
universal truth of Marxism-Leninism. More-
over, they describe as “universal Marxist-Leninist
truths” their own prescriptions which are based
on nothing but subjective conjecture and are
divorced from reality and from the masses, and
they force others to accept these prescriptions
unconditionally.

That is why many grave phenomena have
come to pass in the international communist
movement.

(24) A most important lesson from the ex-
perience of the international communist move-
ment is that the development and victory of a
revolution depend on the existence of a revolu-
tionary proletarian party.

There must be a revolutionary party.

There must be a revolutionary party built
according to the revolutionary theory and rev-
olutionary style of Marxism-Leninism.

There must be a revolutionary party able
to integrate the universal truth of Marxism-
Leninism with the concrete practice of the rev-
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olution in its own country.

There must be a revolutionary party able to
link the leadership closely with the broad masses
of the people.

There must be a revolutionary party that
perseveres in the truth, corrects its errors and
knows how to conduct criticism and self-criticism.

Only such a revolutionary party can lead the
proletariat and the broad masses of the people in
defeating imperialism and its lackeys, winning
a thorough victory in the national democratic
revolution and winning the socialist revolution.

If a party is not a proletarian revolutionary
party but a bourgeois reformist party;

If it is not a Marxist-Leninist party but a re-
visionist party;

Ifitis notavanguard party of the proletariat
but a party tailing after the bourgeoisie;

If it is not a party representing the interests
of the proletariat and all the working people
but a party representing the interests of the
labor aristocracy;

Ifitis notan internationalist party but a na-
tionalist party;

If it is not a party that can use its brains to
think for itself and acquire an accurate knowl-
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edge of the trends of the different classes in its
own country through serious investigation and
study, and knows how to apply the universal
truth of Marxism-Leninism and integrate it
with the concrete practice of its own country,
but instead is a party that parrots the words of
others, copies foreign experience without anal-
ysis, runs hither and thither in response to the
baton of certain persons abroad, and has be-
come a hodgepodge of revisionism, dogmatism
and everything but Marxist-Leninist principle;

Then such a party is absolutely incapable of
leading the proletariat and the masses in revo-
lutionary struggle, absolutely incapable of win-
ning the revolution and absolutely incapable of
fulfilling the great historical mission of the pro-
letariat.

This is a question all Marxist-Leninists, all
class-conscious workers and all progressive peo-
ple everywhere need to ponder deeply.

(25) It is the duty of Marxist-Leninists to
distinguish between truth and falsechood with
respect to the differences that have arisen in
the international communist movement. In
the common interest of the unity for struggle
against the enemy, we have always advocated
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solving problems through inter-Party consulta-
tions and opposed bringing differences into the
open before the enemy.

As the comrades of the C.P.S.U. know, the
public polemics in the international commu-
nist movement have been provoked by certain
fraternal Party leaders and forced on us.

Since a public debate has been provoked, it
ought to be conducted on the basis of equal-
ity among fraternal Parties and of democracy,
and by presenting the facts and reasoning things
out.

Since certain Party leaders have publicly at-
tacked other fraternal Parties and provoked a
public debate, it is our opinion that they have
no reason or right to forbid the fraternal Parties
attacked to make public replies.

Since certain Party leaders have published
innumerable articles attacking other fraternal
Parties, why do they not publish in their own
press the articles those Parties have written in
reply?

Latterly, the Communist Party of China
has been subjected to preposterous attacks. The
attackers have raised a great hue and cry and,
disregarding the facts, have fabricated many
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charges against us. We have published these
articles and speeches attacking us in our own
press.

We have also published in full in our press
the Soviet leader’s report at the meeting of the
Supreme Soviet on December 12, 1962, the
Pravda Editorial Board’s article of January 7,
1963, the speech of the head of the C.P.S.U.
delegation at the Sixth Congress of the Socialist
Unity Party of Germany on January 16, 1963 and
the Pravda Editorial Board’s article of February
10, 1963.

We have also published the full text of the
two letters from the Central Committee of the
C.P.S.U. dated February 21 and March 30, 1963.

We have replied to some of the articles and
speeches in which fraternal Parties have at-
tacked us, but have not yet replied to others.
For example, we have not directly replied to the
many articles and speeches of the comrades of
the C.P.S.U.

Between December 15, 1962 and March 8,
1963, we wrote seven articles in reply to our at-
tackers. These articles are entitled:

“Workers of All Countries, Unite, Oppose

')7

Our Common Enemy!,
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“The Differences Between Comrade Togli-
atti and Us,”

“Leninism and Modern Revisionism,”

“Let Us Unite on the Basis of the Moscow
Declaration and the Moscow Statement,”

“Whence the Differences?—A Reply to
Thorez and Other Comrades,”

“More on the Differences Between Com-
rade Togliatti and Us—Some Important Prob-
lems of Leninism in the Contemporary World,”

“A Comment on the Statement of the
Communist Party of the U.S.A.”

Presumably, you are referring to these ar-
ticles when towards the end of your letter of
March 30 you accuse the Chinese press of mak-
ing “groundless attacks” on the C.P.S.U. It is
turning things upside down to describe articles
replying to our attackers as “attacks.”

Since you describe our articles as “ground-
less” and as so very bad, why do you not pub-
lish all seven of these “groundless attacks,” in
the same way as we have published your articles,
and letall the Soviet comrades and Soviet people
think for themselves and judge who is right and
who wrong? You are of course entitled to make
a point-by-point refutation of these articles you
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consider “groundless attacks.”

Although you call our articles “groundless”
and our arguments wrong, you do not tell the
Soviet people what our arguments actually are.
This practice can hardly be described as show-
ing a serious attitude towards the discussion of
problems by fraternal Parties, towards the truth
or towards the masses.

We hope that the public debate among fra-
ternal Parties can be stopped. This is a problem
that has to be dealt with in accordance with
the principles of independence, of equality and
of reaching unanimity through consultation
among fraternal Parties. In the international
communist movement, no one has the right to
launch attacks whenever he wants, or to order
the “ending of open polemics” whenever he
wants to prevent the other side from replying.

It is known to the comrades of the C.P.S.U.
that, in order to create a favorable atmosphere
for convening the meeting of the fraternal Par-
ties, we have decided temporarily to suspend, as
from March 9, 1963, public replies to the public
attacks directed by name against us by comrades
of fraternal Parties. We reserve the right of pub-
lic reply.
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In our letter of March 9, we said that on the
question of suspending public debate “it is nec-
essary that our two Parties and the fraternal Par-
ties concerned should have some discussion and
reach an agreement that is fair and acceptable to

all.”

* % %

The foregoing are our views regarding the
general line of the international communist
movement and some related questions of prin-
ciple. We hope, as we indicated at the beginning
of this letter, that the frank presentation of our
views will be conducive to mutual understand-
ing. Of course, comrades may agree or disagree
with these views. But in our opinion, the ques-
tions we discuss here are the crucial questions
calling for attention and solution by the in-
ternational communist movement. We hope
that all these questions and also those raised in
your letter will be fully discussed in the talks
between our two Parties and at the meeting of
representatives of all the fraternal Parties.

In addition, there are other questions of
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common concern, such as the criticism of Stalin
and some important matters of principle re-
garding the international communist move-
ment which were raised at the 2oth and 22nd
Congresses of the C.P.S.U., and we hope that
on these questions, too, there will be a frank
exchange of opinion in the talks.

With regard to the talks between our two
Parties, in our letter of March 9 we proposed
that Comrade Khrushchev come to Beijing; if
this was not convenient, we proposed that an-
other responsible comrade of the Central Com-
mittee of the C.P.S.U. lead a delegation to Bei-
jing or that we send a delegation to Moscow.

Since you have stated in your letter of March
30 that Comrade Khrushchev cannot come to
China, and since you have not expressed a de-
sire to send a delegation to China, the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of China
has decided to send a delegation to Moscow.

In your letter of March 30, you invited
Comrade Mao Zedong to visit the Soviet Union.
As early as February 23, Comrade Mao Zedong
in his conversation with the Soviet Ambassador
to China clearly stated the reason why he was
not prepared to visit the Soviet Union at the
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present time. You were well aware of this.

When a responsible comrade of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of China
received the Soviet Ambassador to China on
May 9, he informed you that we would send a
delegation to Moscow in the middle of June.
Later, in compliance with the request of the
Central Committee of the C.P.S.U., we agreed
to postpone the talks between our two Parties
to July s.

We sincerely hope that the talks between
the Chinese and Soviet Parties will yield posi-
tive results and contribute to the preparations
for convening the meeting of all Communist
and Workers’ Parties.

It is now more than ever necessary for all
Communists to unite on the basis of Marxism-
Leninism and proletarian internationalism and
of the Declaration and the Statement unani-
mously agreed upon by the fraternal Parties.

Together with Marxist-Leninist Parties and
revolutionary people the world over, the Com-
munist Party of China will continue its un-
remitting efforts to uphold the interests of the
socialist camp and the international communist
movement, the cause of the emancipation of the
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oppressed peoples and nations, and the struggle
against imperialism and for world peace.

We hope that events which grieve those near
and dear to us and only gladden the enemy will
notrecurin the international communist move-
ment in the future.

The Chinese Communists firmly believe
that the Marxist-Leninists, the proletariat and
the revolutionary people everywhere will unite
more closely, overcome all difficulties and obsta-
cles and win still greater victories in the struggle
against imperialism and for world peace, and in
the fight for the revolutionary cause of the peo-
ple of the world and the cause of international
communism.

Workers of all countries, unite! Workers
and oppressed peoples and nations of the world,
unite! Oppose our common enemy!

With communist greetings,

The Central Committee of
the Communist Party of China
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THE LETTER OF THE
CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF
THE C.P.S.U. TO THE CENTRAL
COMMITTEE OF THE C.P.C.

(March 30, 1963)

March 30,1963
The Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China

Dear Comrades,

The Central Committee of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union notes with satisfac-
tion that our proposals on measures aimed at
strengthening unity and solidarity in the ranks
of the communist movement have met with
a favorable response on the part of the Cen-
tral Committee of the Communist Party of
China. We welcome your agreement to the
holding of a meeting between representatives of
the C.P.S.U. and C.P.C. This meeting is called
upon to play an important part in creating a
favorable atmosphere in relations between the
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fraternal Parties and in smoothing out the dif-
ferences which have arisen in recent times in the
world communist movement. We would like to
hope that as a result of this meeting it will be
possible to carry out a number of constructive
measures to surmount existing difficulties.

In its letter the C.P.C. Central Committee
invites Comrade N. S. Khrushchev to visit Bei-
jing en route to Cambodia. The C.P.S.U. Cen-
tral Committee and Comrade N. S. Khrushchev
express gratitude for this invitation. Com-
rade N. S. Khrushchev would with great plea-
sure visit the People’s Republic of China, and
meet the leadership of the Communist Party of
China to exchange views on urgent questions
of the international situation and of the com-
munist movement with the object of achiev-
ing a common understanding of our tasks and
strengthening solidarity between our Parties.
However, it is not in fact planned that Com-
rade N. S. Khrushchev will make a tour of
Cambodia as you mention in your letter. As
we all know, in conformity with a decision
passed by our leading bodies on February 12,
1963, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, President of the
Presidium of the U.S.S.R. Supreme Soviet, will
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travel to Cambodia, as the Cambodian Gov-
ernment has already been notified and as has
been announced in the press. Comrade N. S.
Khrushchev, who has already visited the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China three times, does not
lose hope of availing himself of your kind invi-
tation in the future to visit China and meet the
Chinese comrades.

We remember that during his stay in Moscow
in 1957 Comrade Mao Zedong said that he had
only been in the U.S.S.R. twice and had only
visited Moscow and Leningrad. He expressed
the desire to visit the Soviet Union again to
become better acquainted with our country.
He said then that he would like to travel from
the Far Eastern borders of our country to the
western borders, and from the northern to the
southern borders. We welcomed this desire of
Comrade Mao Zedong.

The C.P.S.U. Central Committee sent a let-
ter to Comrade Mao Zedong on May 12, 1960,
inviting him to come and spend a holiday in the
U.S.S.R. and familiarize himself with the life
of the Soviet people. Unfortunately, Comrade
Mao Zedong could not at that time avail himself
of our invitation. The C.P.S.U. Central Com-
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mittee would welcome a visit by Comrade Mao
Zedong. The best time for such a visit would
be the approaching spring or summer, which
are the good seasons of the year in our country.
We are also ready at any other time to give a
worthy reception to Comrade Mao Zedong as
a representative of a fraternal Party and of the
fraternal Chinese people. In this tour of our
country, Comrade Mao Zedong would not, of
course, be alone. Comrades from the leadership
of our Party would go with him and it would be
a fine opportunity for an exchange of opinion
on different questions. Comrade Mao Zedong
would be able to see how the Soviet people are
working, and what successes they have scored
in the construction of communism and in the
implementation of the Program of our Party.

If avisitby Comrade Mao Zedong to Moscow
cannot take place at present, we are ready to
accept your ideas about a top-level meeting
between representatives of the C.P.S.U. and
C.P.C. in Moscow. We believe that a meeting of
this kind could take place around May 15, 1963,
if this date is acceptable to you.

We are very pleased that the Chinese com-
rades, like ourselves, regard the forthcoming
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meeting of representatives of the C.P.C. and
the C.P.S.U. as a “necessary step in preparing for
the meeting of representatives of Communist
and Workers’ Parties of all countries.” Indeed,
without violating the principle of equality and
without infringing upon the interests of other
fraternal Parties, this meeting must facilitate
the better preparation and holding of the meet-
ing. Without such a meeting, and without the
ending of open polemics in the press and of crit-
icism within the Party of other fraternal Parties,
preparation for the meeting and the achieve-
ment of its main aim—the strengthening of the
unity of the international communist move-
ment—would be difficult. Precisely for this
reason the Central Committee of the C.P.S.U.,
while agreeing with the proposals made by the
Vietnamese, Indonesian, British, Swedish and
other comrades at the beginning of 1962 regard-
ing the convocation of a meeting of fraternal
Parties of all countries, at the same time stressed
the need for taking such measures as would cre-
ate a favorable atmosphere for the work of the
world communist forum.

Initsletter of February 22,1962, the Central
Committee of the C.P.S.U. urged that “unnec-



C.P.S.U. to C.P.C. (March 30, 1963) -101-

essary arguments be stopped regarding ques-
tions on which we have different opinions, that
public statements capable of aggravating rather
than smoothing out our differences be given
up.” In the letter to the Central Committee of
the C.P.C. of May 31, 1962, we wrote:

As you are well aware, our Party has al-
ways come out and still comes out for collective
discussion of vital problems of the world com-
munist movement. The Central Committee of
the C.P.S.U. was the initiator of the meetings
of fraternal Parties in 1957 and 1960. In both
cases these meetings were connected with seri-
ous changes in the international situation and
the need for working out corresponding tac-
tics in the communist movement. Now too we
tully support the proposal for the convocation
of a meeting of all the fraternal Parties.

We considered it would be useful in the
preparations for such a meeting that the frater-
nal Parties could thoroughly and profoundly
analyze the new phenomena in international
affairs and their own activity in carrying out
the collective decisions of our movement. The
Central Committee of the C.P.S.U. displayed

concern, perfectly understandable to all Com-
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munists, that the meeting should not aggravate
the differences but do as much as possible to
overcome them.

In their pronouncements many of the lead-
ers of fraternal Parties have recently been justly
expressing the same point of view on the ne-
cessity of taking, before the meeting, a num-
ber of steps to create a normal situation in the
communist movement and to place conflicts
of opinions within the permissible bounds of a
comradely Party discussion. Now you also agree
with this, as is seen from your letter, and it can
be said that certain progress has been made in
the preparation of the forthcoming meeting.

It goes without saying that when our two
Parties are discussing questions concerning all
fraternal Parties, the discussion can only be of
a preliminary nature. The 1957 and 1960 Meet-
ings have shown that the elaboration of the pol-
icy of the international communist movement
can be successful only if all fraternal Parties col-
lectively take part in it and if due consideration
is given to the extensive experience of all its com-
ponent detachments.

We have attentively studied your views con-
cerning the range of questions which could be
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discussed at the meeting of representatives of
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and
the Communist Party of China. These are im-
portant questions, and we are ready to discuss
them.

In our turn, we would like to dwell in this
letter on some questions of principle, which, in
our opinion, are the center of attention of the
fraternal Parties and their struggle for our com-
mon cause. We do not mean, of course, an ex-
haustive statement of our views on these ques-
tions. We only wish to note that which is of
paramountimportance, by which we are guided
in our policy in the international arena and in
our relations with fraternal Parties.

We hope that this statement of our views
will help to define the range of questions requir-
ing an exchange of opinions at a bilateral meet-
ing and will contribute to overcoming the exist-
ing differences. We are doing this so as to stress
once again our determination to uphold firmly
and consistently the ideological standpoint of
the entire world communist movement, its gen-
eral line as expressed in the Declaration and the
Statement.

During the time that has passed since the
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adoption of the Statement, experience has not
only not invalidated any of its main conclu-
sions, but has, on the contrary, fully confirmed
the correctness of the course taken by the world
communist movement, as worked out jointly
through generalization of present-day experi-
ence and the creative development of Marxism-
Leninism.

The Communist Party of the Soviet Union
proceeds from the basis that our epoch, whose
main content is the transition from capitalism
to socialism, initiated by the Great October
Socialist Revolution, is an epoch of struggle
between two opposed social systems, an epoch
of socialist revolutions and national-liberation
revolutions, an epoch of the collapse of impe-
rialism, of the abolition of the colonial system,
an epoch of transition to socialism by ever more
nations, of the triumph of socialism and com-
munism on a world scale.

The situation that has developed in the
world and the: changes in the development of
the class forces in the international arena which
opened up new opportunities for our move-
ment demanded that a general line be worked
out for the world communist movement, a gen-
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eral line in conformity with its basic tasks at the
present stage.

After the Second World War a number of
countries in Europe took the road of socialism,
a socialist revolution triumphed in China and
other Asian countries, and a world socialist sys-
tem was formed. The new system grew strong
in the countries of People’s Democracy and was
able to ensure a rapid rate of economic, political
and cultural development in the countries fol-
lowing the road of socialism. The socialist com-
munity was closely united politically and mili-
tarily. Thanks to the achievements of the Soviet
Union and other fraternal countries the correla-
tion of forces in the world changed substantially
in favor of socialism, and to the detriment of im-
perialism. An important part in this respect was
played by the ending of America’s monopoly of
atomic and hydrogen weapons and by the cre-
ation of a mighty war potential by the Soviet
Union.

The formation of the world socialist sys-
tem is a historic achievement of the interna-
tional working class and of all the working
people. This achievement is the incarnation of
mankind’s dreams of a new society. The growth
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of production and the vast achievements of sci-
ence and engineering in the socialist countries
have helped to provide the socialist community
with an economic and military might that re-
liably defends the gains of socialism and also
serves as a mighty mainstay of peace and secu-
rity for the peoples of the world.

The radical change in the correlation of
forces is also connected with a further intensifi-
cation of the general crisis of capitalism, the in-
tensification of all its contradictions. After the
end of the Second World War a change occurred
in the distribution of forces within the impe-
rialist camp. Following the economic centre,
the political and military centres of imperialism
also shifted from Europe to the United States
of America. The monopolist bourgeoisie of the
U.S.A. has become the main citadel of interna-
tional reaction, and has assumed the role of the
savior of capitalism. The American imperialists
are now performing the functions of an interna-
tional gendarme. Using the policy of military
blocs, the American imperialists endeavor to
subordinate to their rule other capitalist states.
This evokes opposition to the United States on
the part of France, West Germany, Japan and
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other major capitalist states. The recovery of
the economy of the capitalist countries which
had suffered in the world war, and their rate of
development, more rapid than in the United
States, intensify the desire of a number of Eu-
ropean countries to free themselves from the
American diktat. All this leads to the aggrava-
tion of existing centres of imperialist competi-
tion and conflicts, and the appearance of new
ones and weakens the capitalist system on the
whole.

The anti-popular and rapacious nature of
imperialism has not changed, but with the for-
mation of the world socialist system and the
growth of its economic and military might the
ability of imperialism to influence the course
of historical development has been noticeably
narrowed, while the forms and methods of its
struggle against the socialist countries and the
world revolutionary and national-liberation
movement have changed. The imperialists are
frightened by the tempestuous growth of the
forces of socialism and the national-liberation
movement, they unite their forces, make fever-
ish efforts to continue the struggle for their
exploiting aims, and everywhere strive to un-
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dermine the positions of the socialist countries
and the national-liberation movement, and to
weaken their influence.

It is perfectly obvious that in our age the
main content and the chief trends of the his-
torical development of human society are no
longer determined by imperialism but by the
world socialist system by all the progressive
forces struggling against imperialism for the
reorganization of society along socialist lines.
The contradiction between capitalism and so-
cialism is the chief contradiction of our epoch.
On the outcome of the struggle of the two
world systems the destinies of peace, democ-
racy and socialism depend to a decisive extent.
And the correlation of forces in the world arena
is changing all the time in favor of socialism.

The struggle of the peoples of Asia, Africa
and Latin America for their national and social
liberation, and the successes already achieved in
this field, the growing struggle of the working
class, of all the working people of the capitalist
countries against the monopolies and against
exploitation, in the interests of social progress,
are of the greatest importance for the destinies
of the historical development of mankind.
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Socialist revolutions, national-liberation anti-
imperialist and anti-colonial revolutions, peo-
ple’s democratic revolutions, extensive peas-
ant movements, the struggle of the masses
for the overthrow of fascist and other tyran-
nical regimes, general democratic movements
against national oppression—in our time all
these merge into a single world revolutionary
stream undermining and destroying capitalism.

Working out its policy in conformity with
the new conditions, the world communist
movement could not fail to take into account
quite seriously also such an important fac-
tor as the radical qualitative change in the
military-technical means of waging war result-
ing from the emergence and stockpiling of
thermo-nuclear weapons possessing unprece-
dented destructive force. Until disarmament is
effected the socialist community must always
maintain superiority over the imperialists in
their armed forces. We shall never allow the im-
perialists to forget that should they unleash a
war with the aim of deciding by force of arms
whether mankind must develop along the road
of capitalism or of socialism, it will be the last
war, the one in which imperialism will be finally
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routed.

Under present-day conditions it is the duty
of all champions of peace and socialism to use
to the utmost the existing favorable opportuni-
ties for the victory of socialism, and not to allow
imperialism to unleash a world war.

The correct analysis of the alignment of
class forces in the world arena, and the cor-
rect Marxist-Leninist policy elaborated at the
Moscow Meetings, made it possible for the fra-
ternal Parties to gain major successes in devel-
oping the world socialist system, and facilitated
the growth of the class revolutionary struggle
in the capitalist countries and of the national-
liberation movement.

The socialist system is exerting an ever-
growing influence on the course of world de-
velopment. The entire world revolutionary
process is today developing under the direct
influence of the great example provided by the
new life in the countries of socialism. The more
successfully the ideas of communism make
their way to the minds and hearts of the general
masses, the greater and more significant are our
achievements in the building of socialism and
communism. It is, therefore, clear that he who
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wants to bring closer the victory of socialism
throughout the entire world should, in the first
place, show concern for strengthening the great
socialist community and its economic might,
should seek to raise the standard of living of
its peoples, develop science, engineering and
culture, consolidate its unity and solidarity and
the growth of its international authority. The
Statement of the Moscow Meeting places the re-
sponsibility to the international working-class
movement for the successful building of social-
ism and communism on the Marxist-Leninist
Parties and the peoples of the socialist countries.

Tirelessly strengthening the world socialist
system, the fraternal Parties and peoples of our
countries make their contribution to the great
cause of the struggle of the international work-
ing class, of all the working people, of the entire
liberation movement for solving the basic prob-
lems of the day in the interests of peace, democ-
racy and socialism.

The present correlation of forces in the
world arena gave the socialist countries, to-
gether with all peace-loving forces, the opportu-
nity of envisaging as an entirely feasible task for
the first time in history that of averting a new
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world war and of ensuring peace and security
of the peoples.

The years that have passed since the adop-
tion of this Statement have fully corroborated
the correctness of this thesis. The failure of
the aggressive forces to push mankind over the
abyss of a destructive thermo-nuclear war is a
highly important result of the strengthening of
the might of the socialist countries, of the peace-
loving foreign policy which they unswervingly
pursue and which is increasingly winning recog-
nition and supportamong hundreds of millions
of people and gaining the upper hand over the
imperialist policy of aggression and war.

No Marxist doubts that imperialism, losing
one position after another, is trying by every
means to preserve its domination over peoples
and to regain its lost positions. At present the
greatest conspiracy ever of the international im-
perialism is taking place against the countries
of socialism and the world movement of lib-
eration. Of course, there is no guarantee that
the imperialists will not try to unleash a world
war. The Communists should clearly see this
danger.

But the position of the aggressor under
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present-day conditions radically differs from
his position before the Second World War and,
even more, before the First World War. In the
past, wars usually ended with some capitalist
countries defeating others, but the vanquished
continued to live, regained their strength after
a time, and even proved able to start renewed
aggression, as is shown, in particular, by the
example of Germany. A thermo-nuclear war
does not offer such a prospect to any aggressor,
and the imperialists are compelled to reckon
with this. Fear of a retaliatory blow, fear of ret-
ribution, keeps them from letting loose a world
war. The socialist community has become so
strong that imperialism can no longer impose
its conditions on the peoples and dictate its will
as before. This is a historic gain by the inter-
national working class and the peoples of all
countries.

By virtue of its predatory nature imperial-
ism cannot get rid of the desire to solve contra-
dictions in the international arena by means of
war. But on the other hand it cannot unleash
a world thermo-nuclear war without realizing
that it will thereby place itself in danger of be-
ing destroyed.
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A world war, such as imperialism threatens
mankind with, is not fatally inevitable. With
the balance of forces increasingly tipping in fa-
vor of socialism and against imperialism, and
with the forces of peace increasingly gaining
weight over the forces of war, it will become re-
ally possible to rule out the possibility of world
war from the life of society even before social-
ism fully triumphs on earth, with capitalism
still existing in a part of the world.

Of course, to prevent such a war it is nec-
essary to continue strengthening the social-
ist system to the utmost and to rally all the
forces of the international working-class and
the national-liberation movement, to rally all
democratic forces. Those who prize the inter-
ests of socialism and the interests of peace must
do everything to frustrate the criminal designs
of world reaction and to prevent it from un-
leashing a thermo-nuclear war and dragging
hundreds of millions of people down into the
grave with it. A sober appraisal of the inevitable
consequences that a thermo-nuclear war would
have for the whole of mankind and for the cause
of socialism sets before Marxist-Leninists the
need to do everything in our power to prevent
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a new world conflict.

The C.P.S.U. Central Committee firmly
abides by the thesis of the 1960 Statement that
“In a world divided into two systems, the only
correct and reasonable principle of interna-
tional relations is the principle of peaceful co-
existence of states with different social systems
advanced by V. L. Lenin and further elaborated
in the Moscow Declaration and Peace Mani-
festo of 1957, in the decisions of the 2oth and
21st Congresses of the C.P.S.U., and in the doc-
uments of other Communist and Workers’ Par-
ties.”

Our Party, which the great Lenin educated
in the spirit of relentless struggle against im-
perialism keeps in mind Lenin’s warning that
moribund capitalism is still able to cause hu-
manity untold calamities. The Soviet Union is
doing everything to boost its economy and to
improve its defenses on this basis; it is building
up its armed might and maintaining its armed
forces in a state of constant readiness. However,
we have employed and will continue to employ
our country’s increasing might not to threaten
anyone or to fan war passions, but to consol-
idate peace, prevent another world war, and
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defend our own country and the other socialist
countries.

The policy of peaceful coexistence accords
with the vital interests of all the peoples; it serves
to strengthen the positions of socialism, to help
the international influence of the socialist coun-
tries, and to increase the authority and influence
of the Communists.

Peaceful coexistence does not imply con-
ciliation between socialist and bourgeois ide-
ologies. That policy would spell abandonment
of Marxism-Leninism and obstruction of the
building of socialism. Bourgeois ideology is a
sort of Trojan horse, which imperialism is try-
ing to sneak into the ranks of the communist
and working-class movement. The peaceful
coexistence of states with different social sys-
tems presupposes an unremitting ideological,
political and economic struggle between the
two social systems, and the class struggle of the
working people inside the countries of the cap-
italist system, including armed struggle when
the peoples find that necessary, and the steady
advance of the national-liberation movement
among the peoples of the colonial and depen-
dent countries.
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The facts go to show that efforts to prevent
a world war in no way weaken the forces of
the world communist and national-liberation
movements but on the contrary rally the broad-
est masses to the Communists. It was precisely
in conditions of peaceful coexistence between
states with different social systems that the so-
cialist revolution triumphed on Cuba, that the
Algerian people gained national independence,
that more than 40 countries won national in-
dependence, that the fraternal Parties grew in
number and strength, and that the influence of
the world communist movement increased.

Availing themselves of the conditions of
peaceful coexistence, the socialist countries are
scoring more and more victories in the eco-
nomic competition with capitalism. Our ad-
versaries realize that it is difficult for them to
count on winning the competition against us.
They are unable to keep up with the rapid eco-
nomic advance of the socialist countries; they
are powerless in the face of the appeal that the
example of the socialist countries makes to the
peoples under capitalism’s yoke.

As the economy of the socialist common-
wealth advances, the advantages and superior-
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ity of socialism, and the greater opportunities
of the working people to obtain material and
spiritual riches, as compared to capitalism, will
display themselves more and more vividly. The
rising standards of living the socialist countries
are a great magnet for the working class of all the
capitalist countries. The achievements of the
socialist commonwealth will constitute a kind
of catalyst, a revolutionizing factor in broaden-
ing the class struggle in the capitalist countries
and enabling the working class to triumph over
capitalism.

The peoples embarking on socialism inherit
from the past economies and cultures at differ-
entlevels. Regardless of this, however, socialism
awakens mighty productive forces—as exem-
plified by the Soviet Union and the People’s
Democracies. The Soviet Union has already
outpaced the leading capitalist countries of Eu-
rope in economic development and has taken
second place in the world; the time is not far oft
when it will take first place in the world. The
other socialist countries have likewise gained
great successes. The socialist system is so pro-
gressive by nature that it enables the peoples to
swiftly eliminate their backwardness, to catch
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up with the more highly-developed countries,
and, marching in one rank with them, to fight
for the building of communism.

All this inspires the peoples, giving them the
conviction that they can embark upon the road
of socialism and score achievements, regardless
of their present level of historical development.
The advance of the peoples to a new life is fa-
cilitated by their opportunity to select the best
from the world’s experience in building social-
ism, taking into account both the merits and the
shortcomings in the practices of socialist con-
struction.

The faster the productive forces of the so-
cialist countries develop, the higher their eco-
nomic potential will rise, and the stronger the
influence of the socialist community will be-
come on the rate and trend of the whole of
historical development in the interests of peace
and of the complete triumph of socialism.

Our Party proceeds from the thesis that
there are favorable international and internal
conditions in the present epoch for more and
more countries to go over to socialism. This is
true of the developed capitalist countries as well
as of the countries which have recently achieved
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national independence.

The world revolutionary process is develop-
ing on an ever larger scale, embracing all conti-
nents. The struggle of the working class in the
developed capitalist countries and the national-
liberation movement are closely linked, and
help one another. The course of social devel-
opment has led to a situation in which the rev-
olutionary struggle, in whichever country it
takes place, is directed against the main com-
mon enemy, imperialism and the monopoly
bourgeoisie.

The Marxist-Leninist Parties throughout
the world have a common ultimate aim, to
mobilize all forces in the struggle for the win-
ning of power by the workers and the laboring
peasantry, and to build socialism and commu-
nism. In drawing up the tactical policy for their
struggle, every Communist Party must take
into account the experience of the entire world
communist movement, must take into consid-
eration those interests, aims and tasks set by
our movement as a whole, its general line at the
present time.

But at the same time, the working out of
forms and methods of fighting for socialism
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in each separate country is the internal affair
of the working class of that country and of its
communist vanguard. No other fraternal Party,
whatever its membership, experience and au-
thority, can lay down the tactics, forms and
methods of the revolutionary struggle in other
countries. Revolution is the cause of the masses
themselves. An accurate analysis of the actual
situation and a correct estimation of the corre-
lation of forces are among the most important
conditions of a revolution. The enthusiasm of
the revolutionary masses in the struggle for the
victory of a socialist revolution cannot be kept
back when objective and subjective conditions
are ripe. It would be tantamount to death. But
a revolution cannot be artificially instigated if
conditions for it are not yet ripe. A premature
uprising, as the experience of the revolution-
ary class struggle teaches, is doomed to failure.
Communists rally the working people under
the red banner in order to win in the struggle
for a better life on earth, and not to perish, even
though heroically. Heroism and self-sacrifice,
necessary in revolutionary battles, are of no use
by themselves, but only for the victory of the
great ideas of socialism.
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The C.P.S.U. has always hailed and will con-
tinue to hail the revolutionary working class and
the working people of any country who, headed
by their communist vanguard, make skillful use
of the revolutionary situation to inflict a crush-
ing blow against the class enemy and to establish
a new social system.

The tactics and policy of the Communist
Parties in the capitalist countries have in com-
mon substantial features connected with the
present stage of the general crisis of capitalism
and the correlation of forces that has developed
in the international arena. The development
of state-monopoly capitalism has, besides ag-
gravating the contradictions of the capitalist
society which appeared before, also given birth
to new contradictions. State-monopoly capi-
talism has led to a still greater narrowing of the
social base of imperialism within a country, and
to the concentration of power in the hands of a
small group of the strongest monopolists. This
gives rise, on the other hand, to a joint anti-
monopoly movement embracing the working
class, the peasants, the petty bourgeoisie, the
working intellectuals and certain other sections
of capitalist society interested in freeing them-
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selves from the sway of the monopolies and
from exploitation, and interested in changing
over to socialism.

Our time is characterized by a sharp growth
in the significance of democratic movements—the
struggle for world peace, for the prevention of
a world thermo-nuclear catastrophe, for the
preservation of national sovereignty; move-
ments in defense of democracy, against the on-
slaught of fascism, for the introduction of agrar-
ian transformations, the humanistic movement
in defense of culture, and others.

Our Party fully adheres to Leninist princi-
ples and to the principles expressed in the State-
ment, in saying that socialist revolution is not
necessarily connected with war. If world wars
bring about triumphant revolutions, revolu-
tions are nevertheless entirely possible without
wars.

If Communists were to start tying up the
victory of the socialist revolution with world
war, this would not evoke any sympathy for so-
cialism, but would drive the masses away from
it. With modern means of warfare having such
terrible destructive consequences, an appeal
like this would only play into the hands of our
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enemies.

The working class and its vanguard, the
Marxist-Leninist Parties, endeavor to carry out
socialist revolutions in a peaceful way without
civil war. The realization of such a possibility
is in keeping with the interests of the working
class and all the people, and with the national
interests of the country. At the same time the
choice pf the means of developing the revolu-
tion depends not only on the working class. If
the exploiting classes resort to violence against
the people, the working class will be forced to
use non-peaceful means of seizing power. Ev-
erything depends on the particular conditions
and on the distribution of class forces within
the country and in the world arena.

Naturally, no matter what means are used
for the transition from capitalism to socialism,
such a transition is possible only by means of a
socialist revolution and of the dictatorship of
the proletariat in various forms. Appreciating
highly the selfless struggle of the working class
headed by the Communists in the capitalist
countries, the C.P.S.U. considers it its duty to
render them every kind of aid and support.

Our Party regards the national-liberation
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movement as an integral part of the world revo-
lutionary process, as a mighty force destroying
the front of imperialism. The peoples of the
former colonies are today rising to full stature
as independent creators of history, and are seek-
ing ways to promote their national economy
and culture. The growth of the forces of the
socialist system actively helps the liberation of
the oppressed peoples, their achievement of
economic independence, the further develop-
ment and expansion of the national-liberation
movement, and the peoples’ struggle against all
forms of old and new colonialism.

The national-liberation movement has en-
tered the final stage of the abolition of colonial
regimes. The time is not far off when all the peo-
ples as yet living under the yoke of the colonial-
ists will win freedom and independence. The
freed peoples are now faced with the problem
of consolidating political independence, over-
coming economic and cultural backwardness
and putting an end to all forms of dependence
upon imperialism.

The countries that have thrown off the colo-
nial yoke carry out the vital tasks of national
resurgence successfully only in vigorous strug-
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gle against imperialism and the remnants of
feudalism, by uniting all the patriotic forces of
the nation in a single national front—the work-
ing class, the peasantry, the national bourgeoisie
and the democratic intellectuals.

The peoples who are fighting for their na-
tional liberation and have already won political
independence have ceased, or are ceasing, to
serve as a reserve for imperialism; with the sup-
port of the socialist states and of all progressive
forces they are more and more frequently in-
flicting defeats upon the imperialist powers and
coalitions.

The young national states are developing
at a time when there is competition between
the two world social systems. This circum-
stance has the strongest influence upon their
political and economic development, upon the
choice of the roads they will follow in the fu-
ture. The states that have recently achieved their
national liberation belong neither to the system
of socialist states nor to the system of capitalist
states, but the overwhelming majority of them
have not yet broken away from the orbit of the
world capitalist economy, although they hold a
special place there. This part of the world is still
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exploited by the capitalist monopolies.

Now when political independence has been
won, the struggle of the young sovereign states
against imperialism, for their ultimate national
revival, for economic independence, comes: to
the forefront. The achievement of complete in-
dependence by the developing countries would
mean a further serious weakening of imperial-
ism, for then the entire present system of the
predatory, unequal international division of la-
bor would be destroyed, and the foundation of
the economic exploitation of the “world coun-
tryside” by the capitalist monopolies would be
undermined. The development of independent
national economies in the developing countries
relying upon the effective assistance of the so-
cialist system will deal a further heavy blow
against imperialism.

In the struggle for the attainment and con-
solidation of independence it is necessary to
muster the whole of a nation’s forces in readi-
ness to fightagainstimperialism. In an endeavor
to strengthen its dominant position after the
attainment of independence, the right-wing
national bourgeoisie sometimes succeeds in es-
tablishing reactionary political regimes for a
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time, and starts persecuting Communists and
other democrats. However, such regimes are
short-lived for the simple reason that they ob-
struct progress and the solution of vital na-
tional problems—primarily the attainment of
economic independence and the development
of productive forces. That is why, in spite of the
active support of the imperialists, these regimes
will be overthrown as a result of the struggle of
the masses.

The C.P.S.U. regards fraternal alliance with
the peoples who have shaken off the colonial
yoke and with the peoples of semi-colonial
states as one of the corner-stones of its inter-
national policy. Our Party considers it its in-
ternational duty to help the peoples who have
taken the road of winning and consolidating
national independence, all the peoples fighting
for the complete abolition of the colonial sys-
tem. The Soviet Union has always supported
the sacred wars of the peoples for freedom, and
given every kind of moral, economic, military
and political support to the national-liberation
movement.

The Soviet people gave great support to the
Algerian people when they fought against the
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French colonialists. When the Yemeni people
rose up in revolt against slavery in their country,
we were the first to offer them a helping hand.
We rendered various kinds of aid to the Indone-
sian people in their struggle for the liberation of
West Irian, against the Dutch imperialists who
got their support from the U.S. imperialists. We
hail the struggle of the Indonesian people for
the liberation of Northern Kalimantan.

Colonialists, both old and new, are busy
weaving intrigues and plots against the liber-
ation movement of the peoples of Southeast
Asia. Our sympathies and support are invari-
ably with those who fight for national freedom
and independence. We are deeply convinced
that, in spite of all the efforts of the American
imperialists and their puppets, the peoples of
South Vietnam and South Korea will be vic-
torious in their struggle and will achieve the
reunification of their native lands.

While being against the export of revolu-
tion, our Party has always done everything to
prevent the export of counter-revolution. We
are firmly convinced that the interconnection
and unity of action of the three great revolu-
tionary forces of our time—the peoples build-
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ing socialism and communism, the interna-
tional revolutionary working-class movement,
and the national-liberation movement—are the
foundation of the peoples’ struggle against im-
perialism, and a guarantee of their victory.

The entire course of world development
in recent years has: fully confirmed the cor-
rectness of the policy of the communist move-
ment, which has yielded remarkable practical
results. Thanks to the realization of this pol-
icy, the forces fighting against imperialism, for
peace, national independence and socialism,
have scored new successes. The C.P.S.U. con-
siders it its duty consistently and steadfastly to
carry out this policy.

We are firmly convinced that there are no
grounds for revision of this policy.

Besides this, the C.P.S.U. Central Commit-
tee is of the opinion that it would be beneficial
during the preparations for the meeting, as well
as at the meeting of representatives of Commu-
nist and Workers’ Parties, to exchange opinions
on the new aspects with which life has in recent
years enriched the policy of the world commu-
nist movement as laid down in the Declaration
and Statement.
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In your letter, dear comrades, you justly
note that the guarantee of all our achievements
is the strengthening of the unity of the commu-
nist movement and the solidarity of the socialist
countries. In recent time the C.P.S.U. has at its
congresses and at international Communist
meetings time and again expressed its concep-
tion of the principles concerning the relations
between Marxist-Leninist Parties. We empha-
sized, for the whole world to see, that in the
communist movement, just as in the socialist
community, all Communist and Workers’ Par-
ties, of all socialist countries have always been
completely equal. In the communist movement
there are no “superior” and “subordinate” Par-
ties. And it could not be so. The domination of
any party, or the manifestation of any hegemony
whatsoever, does not benefit the international
communist and workers’ movement; on the
contrary, it can only do it harm. All Commu-
nist Parties are independent and equal. All bear
responsibility for the destiny of the commu-
nist movement, for its victories and setbacks, all
must build their relations on the basis of prole-
tarian internationalism and mutual assistance.

We also proceed from the basis that prole-
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tarian internationalism places equal demands
on all Parties, big and small, but makes no ex-
ceptions for anyone. All fraternal Parties must
show equal concern that their activities be based
on Marxist-Leninist principles, in accordance
with the interests of strengthening the unity of
the socialist countries and of the entire world
communist and workers’ movement.

The formation and development of the
world socialist system give special significance
to the question of correct relations between
Marxist-Leninist Parties. Communist and Work-
ers’ Parties in the countries of socialism are rul-
ing parties. They bear responsibility for the
destiny of the states, for the destiny of their
peoples. Under these conditions the violation
of Marxist-Leninist principles in the relations
between Parties can affect not only Party inter-
ests but the interests of the wide masses of the
people.

Guided by the supreme interests of our
cause, the C.P.S.U. has eliminated the conse-
quences of the Stalin personality cult, and done
everything to restore in full the Leninist prin-
ciples of equality in the relations between the
fraternal Parties and respect for the sovereignty
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of socialist countries. This has played a large
and positive role in strengthening the unity of
the entire socialist community. A favorable sit-
uation has been created for the strengthening of
our friendship on the basis of equality, respect
for the sovereignty of each state, mutual assis-
tance and comradely co-operation, voluntary
tulfilment of international duty by each coun-
try. At the same time, we should like to em-
phasize that socialist equality not only means
having equal rights to take part in working out
collectively the common policy but also entails
equal responsibilities for the fraternal Parties of
socialist countries for the destinies of the entire
community.

The Statement of the Moscow Meeting
of the Fraternal Parties stressed the need for
the closest alliance between countries breaking
away from capitalism, for the pooling of their
efforts in the building of socialism and com-
munism. National interests and the interests
of the socialist system as a whole combine har-
moniously. Life has proved convincingly that
every country can best solve its national tasks
only through the closest co-operation with the
other socialist countries on the basis of genuine
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equality and mutual aid.

Our unity, our well-concerted actions, do
not arise spontaneously. They are dictated by
objective necessity, they are the result of con-
scious activities, of the purposeful internation-
alist policy of the Marxist-Leninist Parties and
their tireless concern for the uniting of our
ranks. We do not close our eyes to the fact
that different interpretations of certain ques-
tions of internal construction and the interna-
tional communist movement, different inter-
pretations of the forms and methods of our
co-operation may occur in the relations be-
tween socialist countries. This is possible, for
the countries making up the world socialist sys-
tem are at different stages in the construction of
a new society, and their experience in develop-
ing relations with the outside world is not the
same in all respects. One should not exclude
the possibility, either, that differences may re-
sult from different approaches to the solution
of some questions of Marxism-Leninism in in-
dividual fraternal Parties. To exaggerate the role
of national, specific features may lead to a de-
parture from Marxism-Leninism. To ignore
national features may lead to a breaking away
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from life and from the masses, and do harm to
the cause of socialism.

All this necessitates constant efforts to find
ways and means to enable us to settle the dif-
ferences arising, from positions of principle and
with the least damage to our common cause.

We Communists can argue between our-
selves. But in all circumstances our sacred duty
remains the education of the peoples of our
countries in the spirit of deep solidarity with all
the peoples of the socialist community. Com-
munists must inculcate in the peoples not only
love for their own country, but also love for the
whole of the socialist community, for all peo-
ples; they must foster in each man and woman
living in any socialist country an understanding
of their fraternal duty towards the working peo-
ple of the world. Failure to do this means failure
to follow the first rule of Communists, which
requires the uniting of the Marxist-Leninist
Parties and the peoples building socialism, the
cherishing of our unity above all else.

Ideological and tactical differences must in
no circumstances be used to incite nationalist
feelings and prejudices, mistrust and dissension
between the socialist peoples. We declare with
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tull responsibility that the Communist Party of
the Soviet Union has never taken and will never
take a single step that could sow hostility among
the peoples of our country towards the fraternal
Chinese people or other peoples. On the con-
trary, in all circumstances our Party has steadily
and consistently propagated the ideas of inter-
nationalism and warm friendship with the peo-
ples of the socialist countries, and with all peo-
ples of the world. We consider it important to
stress this, and we hope that the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of China shares
this view.

In the international communist, working-
class and liberation movements it is necessary
to unite all efforts, mobilizing the peoples for
struggle against imperialism. The militant call
“Workers of all countries, unite!” formulated
by Marx and Engels means that at the basis
of this unity lies anti-imperialist class solidarity,
and notany principle of nationality, color or ge-
ographical location. The uniting of the masses
in the struggle against imperialism solely on
the basis of their belonging to a particular con-
tinent—whether Africa, Asia, Latin America
or Europe—can be detrimental to the fighting
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peoples. This would be not uniting but in fact
splitting the forces of the united anti-imperialist
front.

The strength of the world communist move-
ment lies in its faithfulness to Marxism-Leninism
and to proletarian internationalism. The Com-
munist Party of the Soviet Union has fought
and will continue to fight any departure from
Marxism-Leninism and any opportunism. We
firmly adhere to the principles of the Statement
of 1960 indicating the necessity for a struggle
on two fronts—against Right and “Left” op-
portunism. The Statement rightly says that the
main danger in the world communist move-
ment is revisionism, and at the same time points
out the necessity for a resolute struggle against
sectarianism and dogmatism, which can be-
come the main danger at any stage in the devel-
opment of separate Parties if not consistently
combated.

Motivated by the desire to consolidate the
unity of the world communist movement on
the basis of the principles of Marxism-Leninism,
our Party will continue to fight resolutely against
both right-wing and left-wing opportunism,
which are today no less dangerous than revi-
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sionism. But while being implacable as regards
fundamental questions of principle in the the-
ory and tactics of the communist movement,
while struggling against revisionism and sec-
tarianism, we shall spare no effort to elucidate,
by painstaking comradely discussion, questions
on which there are different interpretations, so
as to clear away all extraneous obstacles inter-
fering with our unity. In so doing, we proceed
from the premise that when criticizing any mis-
take relating to questions of the principles of
Marxism-Leninism, the fraternal Parties, and
also interim national conferences of the com-
munist movement, should set themselves the
objective of pointing out the danger of such
mistakes and of helping to remedy them, and
not of harping on these mistakes for all time. We
are striving to facilitate the complete uniting of
revolutionary forces, and not their disintegra-
tion or the amputation of one or another sec-
tion in our movement. Naturally, Communists
cannot allow concessions on points of principle
in Marxist-Leninist theory.

As an internationalist Party, the C.P.S.U.
carefully studies the experience accumulated in
the struggles of the Marxist-Leninist Parties
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in all countries. We greatly prize the strug-
gle being waged by the working class and its
revolutionary vanguard of Communist Parties
in France, Italy, the U.S.A., Britain, the other
capitalist countries, as well as the heroic strug-
gle which the Communist Parties of Asian,
African and Latin American countries are car-
rying on for national and social emancipation
from the domination of the imperialist monop-
olies, colonialism and neo-colonialism.

The Communist Parties have developed
into influential national forces, into advanced
detachments of fighters for the happiness of
their peoples. No wonder the reactionaries are
striking blow after blow at the Communists in
their efforts to break their will. In their fight
against the communist movement the reac-
tionaries bring out the shop-soiled lie about the
“hand of Moscow,” claiming that the Commu-
nist Parties are not a national force but a vehicle
for the policy of another country, the tool of
another country. The imperialists are doing
this with evil intent, in order to counter the
mounting influence of the Communist Parties,
in order to make the masses suspect them, in
order to justify police persecution of the Com-
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munists.

However, all honest-minded men and women
know that the Communist Parties are the true
upholders and champions of national interests,
that they are staunch patriots who combine
love for their country and proletarian interna-
tionalism in their struggle for the happiness of
the people. The C.P.S.U. considers it its obliga-
tion to give every support to its brothers in the
heroic struggle they are waging in the capitalist
countries, to strengthen international solidarity
with them.

These, in general outline, are some of our
ideas on important contemporary questions of
principle, on the strategy and tactics of the in-
ternational communist movement, which we
thought it necessary to touch upon in this let-
ter.

Being firmly convinced that the present pol-
icy of the international communist movement,
which found its expression in the Declaration
and Statement of the fraternal Parties, is the
only correct one, we believe that at the forth-
coming meeting between the representatives of
the C.P.S.U. and C.P.C. it would be expedient
to discuss the following most urgent problems:
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a) Questions concerning the struggle for the
turther strengthening of the might of the world
socialist system and its transformation into the
decisive factor in the development of human so-
ciety, which is the main distinguishing feature
of our era. We could jointly discuss how faster
and better to secure a victory for the socialist
countries in peaceful economic competition
with capitalism;

b) Questions concerning the struggle for
peace and peaceful coexistence. The need to
pool the efforts of all peace-loving forces for
the struggle to prevent a world thermo-nuclear
war. The creation and the strengthening of the
broadest united front of peace supporters. The
exposure of the reactionary essence of imperi-
alism, the heightening of vigilance and the mo-
bilization of the broad masses to fight against
the preparations being made by the imperialists
for a new world war, frustrate their aggressive
schemes and isolate the forces of reaction and
war. Assertion in international relations of the
Leninist principle of peaceful coexistence be-
tween states with different social systems. The
struggle for general and complete disarmament
and for the elimination of the traces of the Sec-
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ond World War;

¢) Questions concerning the struggle against
imperialism headed by the U.S. The use, in the
interests of our cause, of the weakening posi-
tions of capitalism and the growing instability
of the entire capitalist system of world economy,
the aggravation of contradictions of capitalism,
and above all contradictions between labor and
capital, and the severe crisis in bourgeois ideol-
ogy and politics. Support of the revolutionary
and class struggle of the working people in cap-
italist countries against the monopolies, for
their social liberation, for the abolition of the
exploitation of man by man, for the extension
of the democratic rights and freedoms of the
peoples;

d) Questions concerning the national-liberation
movement. The support and utmost develop-
ment of the national-liberation movement of
the peoples. The struggle for the complete and
final ending of colonialism and neo-colonialism
in all its forms. The rendering of support to
peoples fighting against colonialism, and also
to countries which have achieved their national
liberation. The development of economic and
cultural co-operation with these countries;



C.P.S.U. to C.P.C. (March 30, 1963) -143-

e) Questions concerning the consolidation
of the unity and cohesion of the socialist com-
munity and of the ranks of the communist
movement. The need for consolidating in every
way the international communist movement,
the most influential political force of our times,
particularly in conditions where the imperial-
ist reactionaries have joined forces in the fight
against communism. The prevention of any
actions which could undermine this unity, the
firm adherence by each fraternal Party to the as-
sessments and conclusions worked out jointly.
The continuation of the struggle against re-
visionism and dogmatism, as an indispensable
condition for the defense of Marxism-Leninism
in its pure form, and of its creative develop-
ment, and for the further successes of the com-
munist movement. The development of rela-
tions among the fraternal Parties on the basis of
the principles of proletarian internationalism
and mutual aid and support. The working out
of joint measures to intensify the ideological
and political struggle against imperialism and
reaction.

During the talks it will be possible to discuss
all the questions mentioned in your letter, ques-
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tions of common interest stemming from the
tasks in the struggle to implement the decisions
of the Moscow Meetings. An important role
could be played by the discussion of the ques-
tions connected with the consolidation of unity
between the U.S.S.R. and the People’s Repub-
lic of China.

In your letter you raise the Albanian and
Yugoslav questions. We have already written
to you that these questions, though of a basic
nature, cannot and should not eclipse the main
problems of our times which call for discussion
at our meeting.

Our Party, having condemned the split-
ting activities of the Albanian leaders, has at
the same time taken a number of steps towards
normalizing the relations between the Alba-
nian Party of Labor and the C.P.S.U. and other
fraternal Parties. In spite of the fact that the
leaders of the Albanian Party of Labor have
recently been coming out with slanderous at-
tacks on our Party and the Soviet people, we,
being guided by supreme interests, do not relin-
quish the hope that the relations between the
C.P.S.U. and the Albanian Party of Labor may
be improved. At the end of February this year
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the C.P.S.U. Central Committee once again
took the initiative and suggested to the Central
Committee of the Albanian Party of Labor that
a bilateral meeting be held between representa-
tives of our two Parties. However, this com-
radely step on our part did not meet with due
response on the part of the Albanian leadership.
The leaders of the Albanian Party of Labor did
not even deem it necessary to acknowledge our
letter containing the C.P.S.U. Central Com-
mittee’s proposal about the bilateral meetings.
Having obviously later come to their senses, the
Albanian leaders sent us a letter in which, after,
some reservations and stipulations, they speak
of such a meeting. If real desire is in fact shown,
we are ready to have a meeting.

As far as Yugoslavia is concerned, we main-
tain, proceeding from an analysis and assess-
ment of the objective economic and political
conditions in that country, that it is a socialist
country, and in our relations with it we strive to
establish closer relations between the Federative
People’s Republic of Yugoslavia and the so-
cialist commonwealth, in accordance with the
policy pursued by the fraternal Parties for the
cementing together of all the anti-imperialist
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forces of the world. We also take into consider-
ation the definite positive tendencies shown
of late in Yugoslavia’s economic and socio-
political life. Meanwhile the C.P.S.U. is aware
of the serious differences that exist with the
League of Communists of Yugoslavia on sev-
eral ideological questions and considers it nec-
essary to tell the Yugoslav comrades so frankly,
criticizing those views of theirs which it finds
wrong.

In its letter of March 9, 1963, the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of China
agrees with us in saying that today the world
communist movement faces a crucial time. It
depends on us, on our Parties, on the correct-
ness of our policy, whether we continue to ad-
vance together in one rank or allow ourselves to
be involved in a struggle harmful to the work-
ing class, to our peoples and to all working
people, a struggle that can only result in mutual
estrangement, weaken the forces of socialism,
and undermine the unity of the world commu-
nist movement.

Naturally, being large, strong Parties, the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union and
the Communist Party of China would emerge
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from this situation with smaller losses; but as
far as the other fraternal Parties, especially those
working in complex conditions, are concerned,
they would be faced with great and moreover
unnecessary complications, which, of course, is
not our aim.

Everything depends on how we act in this
serious and complex situation. Are we to con-
tinue engaging in polemics, to fall prey to our
passions, and to turn arguments into recrim-
inations and unproved accusations and sallies
against the fraternal Parties? Or are we, aware of
the great responsibility that we bear for the des-
tinies of our great cause, to direct developments
along a different channel, and show enough
courage to rise above all that divides us today,
cease uncomradely polemics, and concentrate
on a search for ways of consolidating militant
Soviet-Chinese co-operation, of consolidating
the friendship of all the fraternal Parties?

We realize that any movement, includ-
ing the communist movement, is unthinkable
without controversy. However, no differences,
no displeasure at the behavior of a particular
Party, can justify methods of struggle detrimen-
tal to the interests of the international commu-
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nist movement. The deeper and broader our
understanding of the aims and tasks of the in-
ternational working class, the greater the vigor
with which we should strive to analyze our dif-
ferences, however serious they may seem today,
quietly and relevantly, and prevent them from
interfering with our positive work, from dis-
organizing the revolutionary activities of the
international working class.

Let us struggle together for consistent ad-
herence to the Marxist-Leninist course in the
international communist movement, against
revisionism and dogmatism, for closer unity
in the ranks of the international communist
movement, for respect for collectively worked
out policies, and against any violations or arbi-
trary interpretations of these.

Our Party does not succumb to the heat of
the polemic struggle but, aware of our common
responsibility to the world communist move-
ment, wishes to stop the dangerous process of
sliding into a new series of discussions. It is
obvious to everyone that we could have found
much to say in defense of the Leninist policy
of the C.P.S.U., in defense of the common line
of the international communist movement, in
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reply to groundless attacks made in articles re-
cently carried by the Chinese press. And if we
are not doing it now it is only because we do
not want to gladden the foes of the communist
movement. We hope that the harm caused by
the sharpening polemics will be realized, and
the interests of the unity of the socialist system
and the international communist movement
will be placed above all else. Therefore we sug-
gest a meeting to you, not in order to aggravate
the dispute but in order to reach a mutual un-
derstanding on major problems that have arisen
in the international communist movement.

We know that such meeting is being looked
forward to by our friends in all the countries of
the world, and that they pin great hopes on it. It
depends on us, on our will and reason, whether
results gladdening to our friends and upsetting
to the enemies of communism will be achieved
at the meeting. This will be our common con-
tribution to the cause of the struggle for the lib-
eration of all oppressed people, for the victory
of peace and socialism on earth, for the triumph
of the great revolutionary doctrine of Marxism-
Leninism.
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With communist greetings,

The Central Committee of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union



C.P.C. to C.P.S.U. (March 9, 1963) -IS1-

THE LETTER OF THE
CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF
THE C.P.C. TO THE CENTRAL
COMMITTEE OF THE C.P.S.U.

(March 9, 1963)
March 9, 1963

The Central Committee of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union

Dear Comrades,

The Central Committee of the Commu-
nist Party of China has received the letter of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union dated February 21, 1963.

When Comrade Mao Zedong received Com-
rade Chervonenko, the Soviet Ambassador to
China, on February 23, he explained our esti-
mation of your letter.

We welcome your letter. We welcome the
desire for unity expressed in it; we welcome the
normal attitude of equality towards fraternal



_ISZ_

Parties as shown in it; we welcome your defi-
nite approval of the proposal to call a meeting
of representatives of all the Communist and
Workers’ Parties of the world.

To safeguard the unity of the socialist camp,
to safeguard the unity of the international com-
munist movement, to safeguard the unity of
our two Parties and two countries—this is and
has been the consistent position of the Com-
munist Party of China. We have never spared
our efforts in the interest of unity. We are al-
ways distressed by and opposed to anything
that is not in the interest of unity. We always
rejoice at and support anything that is in the
interest of unity.

We ought to face the fact that at present
there are serious differences in the international
communist movement on a series of impor-
tant questions of principle. As for the causes of
these differences, which your letter says “can
be explained by the different conditions in
which this or that detachment of the world
communist movement is working,” the more
important factor, in our opinion, is the ques-
tion of how Marxism-Leninism is understood
and what attitude is taken towards it, and the
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question of how the Moscow Declaration and
the Moscow Statement are understood, and
what attitude is taken towards them.

The Chinese Communist Party has always
advocated that when differences on questions
of principle arise between fraternal Parties, the
fraternal Parties should start with the desire for
unity, carry on comradely discussion and mu-
tual criticism so as to distinguish right from
wrong, and reach the goal of unity on the basis
of Marxism-Leninism. That is to say, differ-
ences between fraternal Parties should be settled
inside the international communist movement
through consultation on an equal footing in bi-
lateral or multilateral talks or at a meeting of the
fraternal Parties, in accordance with the prin-
ciples, and methods set forth in the Moscow
Declaration and the Moscow Statement.

The Chinese Communist Party is and al-
ways has been opposed to public exposure of
differences between fraternal Parties before the
enemy. We are even more strongly opposed to
the inflammation of debate and the complica-
tion of matters by the use of such methods as
the convening of Party congresses, the issuance
of resolutions or statements by Party Central
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Committees, and the publication of articles
and speeches by Party and state leaders. We
knew full well, and have said more than once,
that such practices would gladden our enemy
and create difficulties for our own ranks, and
especially for the fraternal Parties in capitalist
countries. Events have proved that our concern
was not uncalled for. More and more fraternal
Parties have now expressed the wish that public
polemics should cease. This is a good sign. We
ardently hope that the public polemics among
the fraternal Parties will cease in the shortest
possible time.

The international communist movement
has indeed reached a critical juncture. The time
has indeed come when the differences among
the fraternal Parties have to be settled.

We have before us a very good international
situation, one that is most favorable for revo-
lution in the world. There is no reason why
we should not eliminate our differences and
strengthen our unity.

In the world balance of forces, the superior-
ity is on the side of socialism and the revolution-
ary people, and not on the side of imperialism
and its lackeys.
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Two great historical currents of our time,
the forces of socialism and the forces of the na-
tional democratic revolutions in Asia, Africa
and Latin America, are battering the wall of the
reactionary rule of imperialism, headed by the
United States of America.

The contradictions among the imperialist
powers, and especially those between U.S. im-
perialism and the other imperialist powers, are
becoming deeper and sharper, and new con-
flicts are developing among them.

In this situation, what is of decisive signif-
icance for the international cause of the prole-
tariat as a whole is the struggle against imperi-
alism headed by the United States and the sup-
port for the revolutionary struggles of the op-
pressed nations and peoples of Asia, Africa and
Latin America.

In this situation, the possibility of prevent-
ing a new world war and preserving world peace
will increase with the further development of
the strength of the socialist countries, the fur-
ther development of the national-liberation
movement, of the revolutionary struggles of
the oppressed peoples, of the movement in de-
fense of world peace and, at the same time, with
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the full utilization of the contradictions in the
imperialist camp.

In this situation, what is necessary first of all
is to strengthen the unity of the socialist camp
and the unity of the international communist
movement. With the unity of Marxist-Leninists
as the nucleus, the strengthening of the unity
of the world proletariat, the strengthening of
the unity between the world proletariat and
all the oppressed nations and peoples and the
strengthening of the great unity of all the people
in the world who favor opposition to imperi-
alism these are the guarantee for the victory of
our common cause.

The Moscow Declaration and Statement
set forth the common line, course and poli-
cies for our common struggle. These two doc-
uments present clear-cut conclusions on the
nature of the present epoch; on the socialist
camp; on the common laws of socialist revo-
lution and socialist construction; on the strug-
gle against imperialism; on war and peace; on
peaceful coexistence of countries with differ-
ent social systems; on the national-liberation
movement; on the tasks and tactics of the
working-class movement in the capitalist coun-
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tries; on the struggle against revisionism as
the main danger at present and the struggle
against dogmatism; on continuing the strug-
gle against Yugoslav revisionism, which has
betrayed Marxism-Leninism; on the guiding
principles for relations among fraternal Parties
and fraternal countries independence, equality
and attainment of unanimity through consul-
tation; etc. In our words and deeds, we Chinese
Communists have unswervingly followed and
maintained this correct line, this correct course
and these correct policies. We are very glad that
the comrades of the C.P.S.U., too, have in their
letter expressed their loyalty to these two pro-
grammatic documents.

To eliminate differences and to strengthen
unity on the basis of Marxism-Leninism and
on the basis of the Moscow Declaration and
the Moscow Statement accords with the inter-
ests of the people of the whole world, with the
interests of the Communists of all countries,
with the interests of the people of the socialist
camp, and with the interests of the people of
China and the Soviet Union. Conversely, if the
differences should be further exacerbated and
unity further undermined, it is not only future
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generations that would not forgive us we would
not be forgiven by the masses of the people of
our own time.

With the purpose of eliminating differences
and strengthening unity, the Central Commit-
tee of the Chinese Communist Party wrote a
letter to the Central Committee of the C.P.S.U.
on April 7, 1962. In that letter, the Central
Committee of the Chinese Communist Party
expressed its support for the proposal to con-
vene a meeting of the fraternal Parties put for-
ward by the Communist Party of Indonesia,
the Workers’ Party of Vietnam, the Commu-
nist Party of Sweden, the Communist Party of
Great Britain and the Communist Party of New
Zealand, and explicitly proposed that a meet-
ing of representatives of the Communist and
Workers’ Parties of all countries be convened
to discuss problems of common concern. We
are very glad that in its recent letter the Central
Committee of the C.P.S.U. also favors calling a
meeting of representatives of the Communist
and Workers’ Parties.

In ourletter of April 7, 1962, we also pointed
out that, in order to convene and make a success
of a meeting of the fraternal Parties, many ob-
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stacles would have to be overcome beforehand
and much preparatory work would have to be
done. At that time, we advanced the following
points:

First, the fraternal Parties and countries
having disputes should take steps, however
small, that will help ease relations and restore
unity, so as to improve the atmosphere and pre-
pare the conditions for the convening and the
success of a meeting of the fraternal Parties.

Second, we support the proposal of the
Workers” Party of Vietnam that public attacks
should cease.

Third, where needed, certain fraternal Par-
ties should hold bilateral or multilateral talks to
exchange opinions.

Fourth, we sincerely hope that the Soviet
comrades and the Albanian comrades will both
take positive steps to remove their differences
and restore normal relations between the two
Parties and the two countries. In this connec-
tion, it seems necessary for the Soviet comrades
to take the initiative.

Fifth, according to the decision of the meet-
ing of the fraternal Parties in 1957, the C.P.S.U.
is responsible for convening meetings of rep-
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resentatives of the Communist and Workers’
Parties, after consultation with the fraternal
Parties.

At present, we still hold that the foregoing
points are important for the success of a meet-
ing of the fraternal Parties.

We are very glad that in its recent letter the
Central Committee of the C.P.S.U. has also ad-
vanced valuable proposals for making the meet-
ing of the fraternal Parties successful.

We agree with your view that “it is especially
important to take immediate concrete practical
steps to ensure our unity, to improve the climate
in the relations between all fraternal Parties.”

In order to create a favorable atmosphere
for the convening of the meeting of the frater-
nal Parties, we have decided that, apart from
the articles which we have already published
as replies, we will from now on temporarily
suspend public replies in our newspapers and
periodicals to the public attacks which were
directed by name against the Chinese Com-
munist Party by comrades of the C.P.S.U. and
other fraternal Parties. It goes without saying
that, basing ourselves on the principle of equal-
ity and reciprocity between fraternal Parties,
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we reserve the right to make public replies to
all the statements of fraternal Parties publicly
attacking the Chinese Communist Party by
name. On the suspension of public polemics,
it is also necessary that our two Parties and the
fraternal Parties concerned should have some
discussion and reach an agreement that is fair
and acceptable to all.

We welcome the proposal in your letter that
talks be held between the Chinese and Soviet
Parties. We hold that such talks constitute a
necessary preparatory step for the convening
of a meeting of representatives of the Commu-
nist and Workers’ Parties of all countries. In
his conversation with Comrade Chervonenko,
Comrade Mao Zedong expressed the hope that
Comrade Khrushchev, while making his visit to
Cambodia, would stop over in Beijing for talks
between our two Parties and an exchange of
views. If this is not convenient for you, another
responsible comrade of the Central Committee
of the C.P.S.U. can lead a delegation to Beijing,
or we can send a delegation to Moscow.

We agree with your view that “during the
talks it would be possible to take up point by

point all the major questions of interest to both
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Parties, especially those relating to the com-
mon tasks of our struggle.” We hold that the
questions that need to be discussed in the talks
between the Chinese and Soviet Parties are also
the questions that need to be discussed at the
meeting of representatives of the Communist
and Workers’ Parties of all countries, and that
they are, first of all, the following: the ques-
tion of strategy and tactics of revolution in the
contemporary world, the question of oppos-
ing imperialism and defending world peace, the
question of the liberation struggles of the op-
pressed nations and peoples, the question of
strengthening the power and unity of the so-
cialist camp, the question of strengthening the
unity of the international communist move-
ment, and other questions of common interest.
All these questions ought to be discussed in a
comradely way, point by point, to the full and
in detail, in accordance with the fundamen-
tal teachings of Marxism-Leninism and with
the revolutionary principles set forth in the
Moscow Declaration and Statement; and the
consultation ought not to be a mere formality
but should be conducted on a footing of real
equality. Whatever is agreed upon by both sides
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can be settled at once and an agreement can be
concluded. Existing differences that cannot be
settled immediately may be laid aside, pending
later settlement. We propose that if we cannot
finish our discussions in one session, several
should be held, or that our Parties should hold
further bilateral talks.

It is the common desire of the people of
China and the Soviet Union, of all the people
in the socialist camp, of the Communists of all
countries, and of all the oppressed nations and
peoples the world over to strengthen the unity
of the international communist movement, to
strengthen the unity of the socialist camp, and
especially to strengthen the unity between our
two Parties and countries. We are conscious of
the responsibility that falls on our two Parties;
we must not disappoint these expectations. Let
us unite on the basis of Marxism-Leninism, on
the basis of proletarian internationalism and on
the basis of the Moscow Declaration and the
Moscow Statement. With communist greet-
ings,

The Central Committee of
the Communist Party of China
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THE LETTER OF THE
CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF
THE C.P.S.U. TO THE CENTRAL
COMMITTEE OF THE C.P.C.

(February 21, 1963)
Moscow, February 21, 1963

The Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China

Dear Comrades,

The Central Committee of the Commu-
nist Party of the Soviet Union, guided by the
supreme interests of our Common cause, has
decided to write this letter to you in order to
express our considerations concerning the need
to make a common effort to strengthen the
unity of the world communist movement in
accordance with the principles of Marxism-
Leninism, proletarian internationalism, the
Declaration and the Statement of the Moscow
meetings. We are addressing you, being deeply
convinced that in the present conditions there
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is no task more important for the Marxist-
Leninist Parties than the struggle for the cohe-
sion of our ranks, for strengthening the unity
of all the socialist countries.

All who treasure the great cause of peace
and socialism cannot but feel serious concern
over the situation which has arisen of late in
the communist movement. The open, ever
aggravating polemics are shaking the unity of
fraternal Parties, seriously damaging our com-
mon interests. The disputes which have arisen
within the ranks of the international commu-
nist movement obstruct the successful struggle
against imperialism, weaken the efforts of the
socialist countries in the international arena,
adversely affect the activities of fraternal Par-
ties, especially of those in capitalist countries
where a complicated internal political situation
has arisen.

The enemies of socialism are striving to take
advantage of the differences that have arisen
within the communist movement to divide
the socialist countries, to split the national-
liberation movement, to strengthen their own
positions.

In conditions of the new balance of forces
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in the world, the imperialist aggressors are not
in a position to overpower the closely welded
socialist community militarily. Therefore, they
put their main stake on subverting our cohe-
sion. Unless we have unity in the fight against
our common enemy, if we act separately in the
face of imperialism, that can only weaken our
efforts and, therefore, strengthen the positions
of the enemies of socialism. The direct duty
of Marxist-Leninist Parties, above all of the
biggest Parties like the C.P.S.U. and the C.P.C,,
is not to allow events to develop in a direction
that would confront the communist movement
with serious difficulties, to do everything in or-
der to eliminate the present abnormal situation
and achieve unity of the ranks of the commu-
nist movement, and cohesion of the socialist
community.

We are deeply convinced that the difficulties
experienced now by the communist movement
are transient and can surely be overcome. We
possess everything needed to strengthen our
unity and cohesion. Evaluating the present
situation from the viewpoint of the histori-
cal prospects. of the development of world
socialism, one cannot but come to the conclu-



C.PS.U.to C.P.C. (February 21,1963)  -167-

sion that the common, the main things that
unite the C.P.S.U.,, the C.P.C,, all the Marxist-
Leninist Parties, are immeasurably higher and
more significant than the existing differences.
We are welded together by the unity of the
class interests of the proletariat, of the working
people of the whole world, by the great Marxist-
Leninist teaching. No matter how serious our
differences might seem today, one cannot forget
that in the great historical struggle of the forces
of socialism against capitalism, we are standing
with you on the same side of the barricade.

Being aware of the entire complexity of the
present situation, we hold at the same time that
the existing differences should not be exagger-
ated and the colors laid too thick.

An objective analysis of the discussion go-
ing on in the communist movement shows that
in many instances in the course of the polemics
the differences that arise are artificially inflated
and exacerbated, an overdue accent is made on
disputed issues. The heat of polemics at times
prevents a calm and sober appraisal of the sub-
stance of the problems that have arisen, eclips-
ing the main things that underlie our unity.

The Marxist-Leninist Parties jointly worked
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out programmatic documents the Declara-
tion and the Statement of the Moscow meet-
ings—theloyalty to which they invariably stress.
Steadfastly carrying out the common line agreed
upon by the world communist movement, the
C.P.S.U. is waging active struggle against impe-
rialism, for the triumph of the great ideals of so-
cialism and communism all over the globe. Our
Party spares no efforts in the struggle to prevent
a new world war, to strengthen peace and the
security of the peoples. The C.P.S.U. and the
Soviet Government by all means—economic,
political, and even by rendering assistance in
arms—support the national-liberation move-
ment. Faithful to proletarian internationalism,
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union al-
ways follows the militant slogan: “Workers of
all countries, unite!” The C.P.S.U. works to
strengthen the world socialist community to
strengthen its influence on the entire course of
historical development. The successes of com-
munist construction in the Soviet Union are
a contribution of our people to the cause of
strengthening world socialism, raising its au-
thority and force of attraction.

For its part, the Communist Party of China
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has continually pointed out that it firmly stands
by the positions of the Declaration and the
Statement and adheres to the conclusions and
propositions contained therein, that its main
aim is to struggle against imperialism, for the tri-
umph of socialism and communism the world
over. The C.P.C. stresses its adherence to the
policy of peaceful coexistence of states with
different social systems, acknowledges the cor-
rectness of the conclusion of the Statement
concerning the possibility of preventing a new
world war. The Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China recognizes that
the principle of proletarian internationalism
remains the main principle guiding mutual re-
lations among the Communist Parties and the
socialist countries, and aflirms its loyalty to the
slogan “Workers of all countries, unite!”

Common positions on such cardinal ques-
tions is a good basis for increasing cohesion and
overcoming the difficulties that have arisen.
Provided firm adherence to the documents of
the Moscow meetings, there is no substantial
reason for exacerbating the existing differences,
because a correct solution can be found for
them.
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Of course, it is not excluded that differ-
ent approaches to the understanding of certain
problems of current world development can
and do emerge in the communist movement.
This can be explained by the different condi-
tions in which this or that detachment of the
world communist movement is working. But
such differences in opinion, if not exaggerated
artificially, should in no way resolve into a deep
conflict; they can well be overcome through
joint comradely consultations.

In view of all that, the Central Committee
of the C.P.S.U. considers that it is especially
important to take immediate concrete practi-
cal steps to ensure our unity, to improve the
climate in the relations between all fraternal
Parties. It was these considerations that guided
the First Secretary of the Central Committee of
the C.P.S.U. Comrade N. S. Khrushchev when
speaking at the Sixth Congress of the Socialist
Unity Party of Germany he proposed on behalf
of our Party that polemics among Commu-
nist Parties be discontinued as well as criticism
of other Parties within one’s own Party. As
known, this proposal found a wide response
and support in the world communist move-
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ment.

By writing this letter the Central Commit-
tee of the C.P.S.U. wants to make a new step
towards overcoming the difficulties that have
arisen. In the interests of strengthening our
friendship and better mutual understanding
we propose to the Central Committee of the
C.P.C. to hold a bilateral meeting of represen-
tatives of the C.P.S.U. and the C.P.C. Consid-
ering the importance of this meeting, and to be
more sure of achieving its aims, we would rather
have the aforementioned meeting held at a high
level. During the talks it would be possible to
take up point by point all the major questions
of interest to both Parties, especially those re-
lating to the common tasks of our struggle. As
to the problems on which different viewpoints
actually prove to exist, agreement should be
reached on measures that would help make our
positions closer to each other. If you agree to
such a meeting, the place and time to hold it
could be settled additionally.

A meeting of representatives of the C.P.S.U.
and the C.P.C,, the significance of which is ob-
vious to everybody, would also play an impor-
tant role in preparing a conference of Marxist-
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Leninist Parties, in creating the favorable cli-
mate without which it could not work success-
tully.

The C.P.S.U., like many other fraternal
Parties, has advocated as it does now, the con-
vocation of the conference, considering that
there are serious enough grounds for that.
As we see it, the attention of the conference
should be centred on the common tasks of the
struggle against imperialism and its aggressive
plans, for the further advancement of the liber-
ation movement of the peoples, for the rallying
and all-round development of the world so-
cialist community and increasing its influence
throughout the world, for strengthening the
unity of the communist movement.

We have already set forth our view con-
cerning the need to convene a conference in our
letter to you of May 31,1962, and confirm it now
again. It is our common duty to do everything
for the conference to lead to the further rallying
of Marxist-Leninist Parties and to greater unity.
We are prepared to carefully study and support
any initiative aimed at overcoming the exist-
ing difficulties. The main thing needed now
is goodwill to settle on the basis of Marxism-
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Leninism, the problems that have arisen, not
to permit any actions that could obstruct the
strengthening of our unity.

Dear Comrades,

All Marxist-Leninist Parties are aware that
a highly important moment has arrived in the
development of the world communist move-
ment. Upon us, upon our Parties, upon the
correctness of our policy depends whether we
shall continue marching further together in the
same ranks, or shall allow ourselves to get in-
volved in a hard and needless struggle which
could only lead to mutual estrangement, to the
weakening of the forces of socialism, and to un-
dermining the unity of the world communist
movement.

On our Parties rests the historical respon-
sibility for enabling the Soviet and Chinese
peoples to live like brothers. The unity of the
C.P.S.U. and the C.P.C. is of tremendous im-
portance to the socialist community and to
the entire communist movement. Future gen-
erations will not forgive us if in the present
conditions in which acute struggle is going on
between the two systems we should fail to find
in ourselves the courage and strength, under
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the guidance of the principles of Marxism-
Leninism and proletarian internationalism to
surmount the existing differences. History has
placed on the first detachments of the revolu-
tionary movement, which have delivered their
countries from the yoke of capitalism, the great
task to establish and develop relations of a new
type, brotherly and friendly relations between
peoples, and to set the example of a future so-
cialist society for all mankind. Our Parties are
duty-bound to find a way out of the existing sit-
uation and courageously and resolutely sweep
away what obstructs our friendship. This is the
only road that Marxist-Leninists can and must
take.

We, are deeply convinced that the overcom-
ing of the differences that have arisen would ac-
cord not only with the interests of the C.P.S.U.
and the C.P.C. hut also with the basic aims
of the common struggle of the international
communist movement for peace, national inde-
pendence, democracy and socialism. It is only
necessary to display goodwill and profound un-
derstanding of the aims and interests of our
struggle; then no obstacle can prevent us from
strengthening and developing our friendship



C.PS.U. to C.P.C. (February 21, 1963) -I75-

and cohesion of the international communist
movement.
With communist greetings,

The Central Committee of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union
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